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| THE LATE ACT 


OF THE 
Convocar LON 


: OXFORD 
A —w EE =" 


The O BIT of Prelatique 
PROTESTANCY ; 


- Occaſioning theConverſion of z7.R. 
(Sometimes of EXE Tz Colledge 
' in OxForD) to Catholiqus 
UNION. | 


Ps AL. 118.59, 
( ogitavi vias meas, &- converts 
pedes meos in Teſtimonia tua, 


St. Ambr.Ep.31.ad. Valet. 
Erubeſeat ſeneflus, qua ſe emendare. non. p- 
 Pei3;nullas pudor eff ad mcliora wanſire. 


—_ 


Printed at Rover; 1652. 


——___-wY I _ Y..6w4 | 
t —IS 09+ woo » PR WW 


we 
. NARRATIVE 
Of che Motives and 
Effects of this 
Treatwle, 


| 
| Learned RBapEes, 


=2I1 1 hath beene a no 
| Teſle famous then ce+ 
- lebrated Cuſtome a*- 
mongſt the Anci« 
| ents, for Converts te 
write Apologies , or 
ſome kinde of Liter- 
Lp ue en ary Expreſſions of 
their InduRives to Maticulatien into 
| | Ms . he 


d. 


To the Reader. 


the Wombe of Chriſts Church, as St, 

Fuſtin Martyy , Arnobius and the reſt, 

who of Heathens, became Chriftians, 

Great Origen, and St, Auguſtine , who 

from fiding with Herctiques , became" | * 

Catholiques. Hence I eſteeme it my du- 

ty to addreſſe ſome Reaſon to the World, 

why TI left thac Body of Chriſtians, 

where I had beene Baptiz'd, and Edu- 

cared, and now incorporate my ſelfe to 

the Roman Catholique Church, from 

which ou: Nation had this laſt age divi- 

ded it ſeltc, | 
After my younger Studies in the 

U niverſity of Oxford, I endeavoured to 

{:aſon my lelfe in our greateſt Authours, 

as Biſhop Fucll, Biſhop Morton, the laſt : 

Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Biſhop Aſher, 

with Field, Whitc, and the reſt ; whoſe 

Apothegmes I received, as Oracles 

withouc diſpute 3 and by the pourſuite of \» 

chem, I began much to admire our 

Do&rincs, and no lefle to diſetieeme 

the Roman Catholique 3 But upon fur- 

cher growth in yearcs, with Themiſtocles, 

EF attempted to reach higher, and en- | 

ering, though with great tenderncfle , to 

examine our Tecnets and Proofes very 

3 | —_*.- ſpecioully R 


To the Reader. 


ſpeciouſly alleadged our of antiquity 3 
I found ſo many adulterated Texts of 
holy Fathers, eſpecially in Biſhop Tewel, 
and Biſhop Morton, ſo many ( to ſpeake 
meyeſtly ) miſinterpreted in the reſt 
( of which I may opportune!y give a 
lit ) that I could not bur bluſh ro finde 
our main Piilers ſo ſtramineous in their 
very foundations, 

Hence what curioſity hd firſt in- 
viced, now Conſcience enforc'd mee 
earneſtly ro a ſerious and deeper ſearch, 
wherein I reſolved with Cato, not to 
be aſhamed to Learne, as: hee Greeke, 
So I Latine, not according to the 
vulgar ſtile, but the old pure Roman 


- Language, expreſfled in St. Hierome , 


$t. Avgrſtine and the reſt of thoſe Pro- 


feflours of Chriſtian Rhetorique 3; nei - 


ther did I omit with old Plato ro 
peragrate Greece , eEgypt and the 
Eaſterne parts to finde any boly Gym- 
noſophiſts, who could embowell , not 
nature , bur the Sacred - Myſteries of 


. Chriſtianity,which I-found not {ufficient- 


ly dived into at home. ; | 
In my returne from this Seden- 
tary Pilgrimage , Ly ſettled by 
- "8 


— — 
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To the Reader, 


the xe ſearches of Antiquity in the truch 
of the Roman Chureh , and her Tenets ) 
T fell upon this AR of the Conveca* 
tion-Houſe , the Diſcuſſion whereof I 
preſent to all underſtandings, not bias'd 
with the Pcaxjudice of Cuftomes, E= 
ducation, or Ambicicon , rhat they may 
judge , out of this Summary , what 
might be ſaid, if I ſhould expatiate upon 
this ſubjeR. 

I bluſh nor to publiſh the immpulſeve 
cauſe of my aQuall ConjunRion to 
our old Roman: Mocher Church, to be 
from this A# of the Convocation ; for 
though I was before fully ſatisfied of 
thoſe old Tenets in a Speculative ſenſe, 
yet in reduceing my ſelfe to the 
PraQicall part or profcſſion of them, I 


found many Phanatigque Bug-bcares, 


till hapning upon this F#, ( compo- 
ſed by a grear Boly of our moſt learn.. 
ed men ) and evidently ſeeing the in- 
conſiſtency of the Do@rine here aſ- 
ſerted ( eſpecially concerning the ne- 
ceflity of Traditions,) with our for- 
mer Tenets, and Poſitions againſt Ca- 
tholiques, I was inavoiuabl» compelled co 
an aRuall, and bumble Subnuflion of 
| my 


<> 


<= 


To the Reader, 


my. will , as well as of my judgement, 
to the obedience of the Church s And 
in this my ryoluntary retirement from 
the World , I found un xpeRedly in 
cheſe Forraine parts diverſe of both our 
Univerſities to have taken the rife of 
their Converſions from the ſame ground, 
and to have prevented mee in their 
Reſolutions herein , which made mee 
more thankful-y to admire the Dij- 
vine Provid:nce , in the fecrer con- 
du& of Soulcs , ' culled out for him» 
ſcife, 

Miſter Gregery ( a very learned 
perſon', and my contemporary in Ox- 
ford, in his Preface to his Opnſcula, 


' Page 17.) hath this ingenuous acknow- 


ledgement ; I «m ſorry { ſayes hee ) 
T bave ſo much to accuſe my Nati- , 
tion of , tht ever fince the Times of | 
Henry tbe eighih, they ſhould goe about 
in a Mage of Reformation, and not 
know yet bow to get elther am, 07 
themſelves out : And truly who ever / 
does well conſider this eAd of Convo= ; 
cation , and the fad conſequences of it, 
will conclude with mee , that there is. 
bur one ,way to get out of this Haze, 
_ \ and 


it 


fad OT OI eo rnroogs oe = ts re . 


T9 the Reader. 


and that is by an humble returne to 


-our Mother, the Catholique Church, 


which the dazled Eyes and ſelfe-bias'd 
Judgements of the contrivers of that , 
AR could not then diſcerne ; But this * 
ſhort Examination. of ic may I bope 
contribute ſomething towards their illu- 
mination. 


From Parr: this 
L.0f Faly,165 2. 
S$ tile loc be 


WR. 
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*. The Os1r of Pre. 


7 


latique TR__— 
O 


The laſt dying words of Epiſco- . 


pacy,  feinth delivered inthe 
Convocation houſe at 
Oxford, 1, of June,1641, 
Conterning their rea» 
ſons vain the Scottiſh 
Covenant and Pres- 
bytery. 

LH — Hymiſts amonglt 
ER F Phyſttians defice 
ES ſo far to reforme 

MW Y/ þ Dae 

ticipiine OT £ 
> XY; DACY Galenis,that they 
neither obſerve the ſame Method 

\ nor 


(2) 

nor druges in their Cures, as ap- 
peares in Paracelſus, Crollins, Hel. 
»ortins and others;nay they would 
willingly ſe far be thought to dif. 
fer from them, as that out of chat; 
reſpeXt they aſſume another name, 
anJ therefore commonly ſtyl: 
themſelves Phyloſophos per ignem 
Fiery, that is, hot ſpirit:d Phylc. 
ſophers. And truly when I looks 
upon this Conſn't and Reſult of 
the Convocation houſe , Confi/ttng 
of Maſters, Schollars, and other Of- 
ficers '& Members of theUmiverſity, 
a$you profeſs, I conceive you have 
endeavoured fo far to reforme the 
Doftrine and manners of all 0. 


. thers, that you neither agree with . 
them, who would be eſteemed re 


formed Churches, nor with their 


and your Mother Church of- 
Rome, either in Do&rine or Diſ- 


ſcipline, 


Nay ye have gone ſo far with , 


the 


ſ 
l 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


(3) 


rhe Chymiſts, that ye will not re- 
taine the common name of all 


' the Moderne Reformers (as your 


later Maſters profeſle ) in which 


/ ul) your Progenitors vaunted ; 


namely nnder the Notion of Pro- 
reftants , but ye ſtyle your ſelves 
here Chrsians or Proteſtarts(wirh 
this diſtinRive appellative ) ef the 
(bmurch of England; Others deny 
the name wholy, as in our daily 
congreſſes we experience, fo that 
the more Unigenious name is Pw- 
ritan, Which is alſo more uniforme 


to the Chymiſts hot ſpirited Phy. 


loſophy. As therefore ye are ſe- 
perate in place, ſo in nature and 


, name, from al), who rightly, or 


falfly acknowledge Chriſt, whence 
at the moſt ( according to your 
owne principles) ye are but Ano« 
logically (I feare I might better 


_ fay equivocally ) Chriltians, as it 
 Hignities a body of people uniform- 
| wakes 


ly 


(4) 
ly profeffirg Chrift, with the Uni. 
verſall Church, So that what (*. 
ſ«as1mproperates in Origens third 
booke, would ſurely come home 


ro you : Nec jam quicquam preter 


nomen tis commune ſapereſſe, ſs ta- 
men vel hoc pre pudore relinquitar, 
Let us proceed to particulars. 


Yonr firſt Paragraph ts of the firſt 
Article of the Covenant. 


I, Whereis firſt we are not ſatt- 


fied, how We can with Judgement 


ſWeare to endeavonr to preſerve the 
Religion of another Kingadome , 
whereof , as it deth 1:0t concerne us 


2 aku OA 


to kave very much, ſo we profeſſe to 


have very little nnderſtanding. 

2. Which ( ſo far as the occurrents 
of theſe unhappy times have brought 
it to our knowledge, and we are able 
to judge ) as in three of the foure 
ſpecified particulars, (viz.)-Worſhip, 

Dyſcipline 


(5) 


i. Diſcipline and Government, much 


Worſe; and in the fourth, that of De- 
frine, not at all better, then our own, 
which we are in the next paſſage of 
the Article required to reforme. 
Blefied Saint Paw! was much of 
another ſpirit, he earneſtly 'pro- 
feſſeth a moſt hearty ſence of the 
welfare of all Churches, he hath a 
Sollicitous care of all: he cryes 
ont, #ho is weake, and I net weake, 
Who ts offended and T1 burne not? 
2 Cor.11.,28, Helis highly ſenſible 
not onely of all Churches, but per- 
ſons, See him, 1 {r. 1, 10, how 
carefull he is to have all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, a»d that there be ns 


| diviſion among#Ht them: but that they 


be perfefily joyned together iy the 


ſame minde and in the ſame judge- 


went, Reade him'in all his Epi- 
{tles, ſee how he and his fellow 
labourers, even anxiouſly elteemed 
themſelves. concerned in all the 
B'3 - Churches 


(6) 

Churches progrefſe in tru2 Do-| Y 
Arine and praiſe, See what he m 
ſayes to the Romans, Chap. 12. the y 
aime of bis DoRcine is, that we, b 
mult rejoyce with the joyfull, weep | C 
with the ſad ; we muſt mutually ' 4 
feels exch others paſſions : we, | 
muſt be deeply concerned in our | 
Brethrens ſpirituall affaires chiefly, 

but ye contrariwiſe profelle, xc: 

zo be ſo mach concerned, in preſer- 
ving the Religion of ou Neigh- 
bour Church, 

Solomen would have judg'd - 
your title ſurreptitions, with the 
pretended Mothers, who was can- 
rented to have the Child quarter. 
ed, fo that ſhe might rob the true 
Mother of her infant ; ye cauſed | 
indeed the breach in Seotland © 
from their Mother of Rowe, 
having done that, you profeſſe 

-.\... your ſelves Row ot much. concern'd 
| fo preſerve her in any Religion. 
RAS. Ye 


—_— 


MN 


Fe, 
+ #7 Sranlatiwar 6 es 
Do. | Yecould not have uſed any Argu- 
he ments more forcible, to prove 
the your ſelves not true lively Mem- 
2 | bersof Chriſts great Spirituall bo- 
ep | dy, ſince it is cleare by your pro- 
lly * fefſion here, that you are not ve- 
ve gitated with the common ſpirit of | 
ur it, for ye are not concerned, &c, Con- A | 
y, trary to Saint Paxls teaching, 
et 1 (6r.,14.33, where he profefleth 
= to teach peace of DoRrine ig all 
- Churches. 
Ye profeſſe alfo, that you differ 
from chem in z/or/ſvip, Diſcipline, 
and Government. 
The Philoſophers at Athens 
( however different in their 
Schooles touching their opinions 
; of the Deity, Providence, &C, 2s 
- appeares in the tenents of the 
Platoniſts, Stoigues and Peripate- 
_ tiques, yet ) in their Temple,touch« 
ing Werſhip, Diſcipline and Govern= 
. went, did far more agree, then 
B 4 you, 


(8) 


you, meeting quietly at their, 


common oblations to God, which 
ye profeſle not to be amongſt 
you. 


conſiſts in uniformity of Worſhip, 
Diſcipline, and Government , moſ 
eſpecially indeed in worſpip, and 


xn this, as you are ſeperated from 


Rome and their whole Communi- 
on, ſo ye are, (as you profeſle ) 
from your neighbouring Churches, 
whence it followes you are not 
a true Church of Chr, 

I ſpzak not this, as if I were at 


all ſcandaliz:d at your breaches : 
eriſtotle ereating of Beafts, calls 


a Wolfe ( thongh a Peſtilent 
creature) animal gentroſum,becauſe 
if 


Have ye not in this nadeniably ! 
2voliſhed one Article of the. 
| .Creed ; which is, Communios of 
Saints, and conſequently taken a- 
way your very pretence to x - 
Church ? Externall Communion | 


L (9) 
; it willnot be made tame: I can 
fay no leſle of you, it is generous 
not codegenerate, all your prede- 

« cefſours diſagreed with each other, 

Wb... Luther, Zuinglins, Calvin, and 
© thereft, Tertullian not far from 

7, theend of his treatiſe of Preſerip- 

i tions, willrub you hard upon the 

T* gills. Aentior, i non etiam 4 regu= | 

l' Is fuis variant inter ſe dum annſ* | 

quiſq; proinde ſuo arbitrio modulatur | 
que accepit, quemadmoaum ae ar- | 
bitrio ea compoſuit illi que tradidit, * 

. &c. It hath beene alwaies the cu- : 
ſtome from the beginning that you ' 
thus vary from one another, and 
yet Tertulliay ſpeaks of it, as n 
ecting moſt ridiculous. I /ye, faith 
he, if it be not true, that they differ 
from their oWne rules, &c, he was 
afraid that future ages would not 
beleeve ſo prodigious a thing , but 
ſucceeding apes - make it appeare 
even to children. Ye have there- 

| ET 


(10) 
fore jult title not onely to the 
Wolfe in this point of generofity, 
but to the Foxes under Sampfon, | 
in biting each other with ll viru.; * 
lency, and yet agree in your tailes| 
by firing all behinde you, which i; 
Gods Church. 
; It's Cats's aphoriſme, opsrtet 
: mendacem efſe memorem : You have 
; been alſo obſerved to have been 
" indivers tales, At the firſt under 
Henry the 8, your rule was to ad- 
here to holy Scriptures, determi. 
nation of the Primiiive Church 
Or General Conrncells , held before | 
the /af? 600, yeares, as appears in 
the Articles of union betwixt you | 
and the Germans; In B, ewells \ 
time, you confined your ſelves to 
the feſt 600. yeares. Aﬀter in Per- | 
kins time; to the firſ# 400, yeares, 
and now in D'a/iie to the Apoſiles 
| only: And fo by degrees you creep 
to your nviſibility, where every 
| one | 


{ 
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(12) 
one 1s 27601068. G-,av0n without 


a Father» 


vouring of Popr)}> Super ftition, Fe" 
reſie or Schiſme, 07 contrary to [0n" 
Dottrine,”7 the Power of Godlineſſe; 


. We ſhall be bound by the 16%? Arti- 
cle to endeavour 
we have bound 


firſt Article, 


thereof. 
we already fi146 ſome 


rpherem 
things ($0 087 thinking) Jo far $end- 


ing. 10 ſuperſtition ( in acconnting : 
\ Biſhops Anti-Chri 411, and aro | 
rent Ceremon! ind. 

Schiſmes (40 94 


3 
I 


» Ls] 


% - 
£S 
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(12) 
and Government a marke of the tra 
Cherch, and the ſetting up there 
the eretting of the Church of Chriſt) 
that it ſeemeth to ns more reaſonable, + 
that We ſhonld call npon them to re. | 
forme the ſame, then that they ſhould 
call upon ns to preſerve it. | 
Here you have toncht the mat. 
ter againe more * deeply to the 
quick, your quarrels in DofArine | 
are of no leſſe nature, then of | 
Superſtition and Schiſme : Thus | 
Preitbytery and Prelacy are at open | 
wars. We heard of che Heraſds | 
at armes menacing mutuall deft- 
ance at the Scotts firlt entring our 
Countrey , yet there were hopes 
of an attonement, but th's-{0- 
venant hath rendred them irre- 
concileable. Tertallian in his book 
of Prayer propounds a queſtion 
worth your knowing. Omale ſa- 


67 ifictur eſt, a quo fone Pace receats 


ear ? No peace, no Sacrifice, He | 
_ .indeed 


-— 


(13) 

indeed infinuates an old and con- 
ftane cuſtome of the Catholick 
Church in a religious embrace of 
each other in time of Maſle, which 
he here calls Sacrifice , ſignifying 
the charity which ſhould be a. 
mongſt Chriſtians, but you have 
profeſſedly caft away Maſſe and 
Peace together. 

The cauſes which each of you 


already aileadge are true enough, 


but I leave your ſelves to prove 
them ; its more then ſufficient 


. for all good Chriſtians, who 


tender their falyations, not to 
adhere to either of you, ſince you 


are ſo far from unity in DoAtrine, 


that your bodies reſpeRively 
need Reformation, as ye confefle 
of them and they of you ; where- 


' in ye have deltroyed your ſelyes 


wholly ; Firſt, from the pretence 
of being one Chriſtian Church, - 
and conſequently any Church , 
E wy AC» 


(14) 
zecording as the nniverſall Church 
teaches us, 7 beleeve one holy ( a- 
tholique and Apoftolique ( hnrch. 
If therefore no unity, no Church. 
And with no lefle evidence ye 
have Secondly deſtroyed either of 
you to be a Church , having de- 
clared your ſeverall errours in 
Superſtition and Schiſme ; For ac- 
cording to Holy Scriptures, and 
the confent of all, eſpecially old 
Chriſtians; A Congregation, which 
fhuuld generally and ſolemnly 


teach and profefle Superſtition and 


Schiſme, neither is nox can be a 
Church of Chriſt, this would ren- 
der it inconfiſtenc with the light 
preſented in Saint Fohns Candle- 
ſticks, and conſequently alienate 
it from - Chriſt. This needs no 
further proofe to x man who hath 
obſerved the hinges of Chriſtia» 
nity. | S 
Doth not the whole world alſo 


know | 


TT , and 
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know by your vyoluminons wri- 
tings, that ye have condemned the 
very Ceremonies of the Roman 
Church, as wnlawful, and made 
that amoneſt the vulgar people a 


maigz argumenr of our S»perſtiti- / 
ox, and iow ye ſay it is Syperſtite- 
ox in the Presbyters to condemne | 
them jn you. Ile not prefle you, for : 
I ſhould preſently caſt you into 
Democritus his Well : Ye wholly 


forget the force of an Argument 
called in the Schooles ad hominers, 


 drawne from a mans owne prin- 


ciple, as here againſt you, 
Ye goe on, 
Secondly, We are not ſatisfied in 
the next Branch, concerning the Re- 
formation of Religion in our owne 
Kingdoms , in Dottrine, Worſhip, 


- Diſcipline and Government, how we 


cay ſweare to endeavonr the ſame, 


which ( without makeing a change 


therein) cannot be done, 
Om bh It 


(16 ) 


It is very well noted, that ye ' 


cannot reforme without a change, 


Phyloſophy would laugh at you | 
to attempt 3 Reformation without *; 
z proportionable matation;whence | 


it followes, that you have chang'd 
your DoArine, whence it further 
followes,that its falſe ; you know 
Gamaliels rule, :f it be of God, it will 
fard, ye know then whence yours 
comes, for if it change, it is not of 
God. Youpretend to reverence 
the foure firſt genera]l Counce!ls, 


heare what the Counce'l of Chal- 


cedon faith, AR. 1.Sic ſancivit ſanta 
ſynodns, &c Si qurts innovat, Ana» 
thema fit, ſanflorum patrum fidem 
ſervemns, &c, you ſee your ſets 
rence, if you change you are gone, 
and yet you mutt change. If your 
Profelites would without prejy- 
dice obſerve, how you tumble 
and tofle one anocber in recipro- 
call recriminations, in matter of 


(17) 
theſe high inconfiſtencies with 
Chriſtianity, they would relin- 
quiſh ſuch communion, Your rea. 


' +» ſonsto the contrary in order to 


6 you, are important, for :# canot 


\ 


be done. 

I. Withont mani- Path & In- 
feſt ſcandall ta the <penaents are 
Papiſt, and Separa- _ rejecec 

. 7 fo y the P. zla- 
tuff, by yeilding the tique patty. 
cauſe , which our 
Godly Biſhops and Martyrs , andal 


our learned Divines ever ſince the 


| Reformation, have both by their 


writings and ſufferings maintaived, 
who have juſtified againſt them both, 
the Religion eftabliſhed in the 
Charch of England, to be agreeable 
tothe word of God. 

2. By Fuftifying the Papiſts in the 
reproaches and ſcorne by them caſt * 
pon our Religion, Whoſe nſnall 0b- | 
jeftion it hath been and #, that Wwe | 


| know not what our Religion #, that * 


ſince © 
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fonce We left them, we cannot tell | 
where to Stay, that onr Religion ts a 
Parliamentary Religion, (let us not - 
be blamed, if we call it a Parliament | _ 
Religion, Parliament GoFpell, Par- | 
liement Faith, Harding ('o»ſul. of 
e-7polog y, part 6,CaP.2. 

Theſe are very home, let mg 2 
little dilate them. 

To your firſt, You have indeed 
ſcandalized all the world, and 
moſt of all thoſe whom ye call Pa- 
piſts, by yeilding the canſe, and 
ſhewing,that hitherto ye have per- 
ſecuted them to bloud, to all man» 
ner of cruelties for not adhering 
co that, which now is confeſled to 
be Superſtitious and Schiſmaticall, 
Trajan was a Heathen and a pro- 
felt enemy of Chriſtian Religion, 
yet he came not neere your cruel- 
ties: He made a law that no 
Pex fivants ſhould ſearch the hou. 
ſes or looke after ES or 

their 


l -  leratedto aſſemble, Eaſebius Hift. 
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their Prieſts, but onely apprehend 
them, if they ſhould happen to 


- meet them.But under your reigne, 
' , all our houſes (againſt the liberties 


of free borne SubjeRs, as was de- 
clared in Maſter Pi»; caſe) were 
diſquieted by the very dregs of 
mankind, continually infeſted with 
Saint 7gnatins his Leopards, who 
the better he treated them, the 
worſe they were, but as he ſaid, 
Tmquitas corny mea doflrina eft, 
their iniquities taught ny page 


— ENCE, 


This permiſſion evenof aſſemblies 
in point of Religion, eſpecially in 
the exerciſe of a Religion which 
was not newly taken up, though 
different from that which was then 
in vogue, was by the Senate al- 
lowed, as that of the Jewes at 
Rome; Nay Smetonins tells ns, - 
that even the Chriſtians were tol- 


lib, 
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: 


lib.5.cap.20. ſaith, that Commodas | 


the Emperexry puniſhed even by 
death, ſuch who accuſed Chriſtt- 
zns, by reaſon of their quietneſſe. 
And in his third booke, cap. 15. he 
tells how Nerva the Emperour 
did ſet Chriſtians at liberty gene. 
rally by publique Proclamation, & 
hence Saint 7ohn was freed from 
Patmos, In fine, he recalled all 
power given to Ponrſuivants by his 
predeceflours. How much more 
ſbould Chriſtian Senates allow of 


| 


innocent meetings in celebration 


of a Religion, which all our fore- 
fathers profeſſed. But ye perſecu- 
ted both new and old Religions ; 
I feare the bloud of all thoſe, who 
have ſuffered death -either by 
hanging, Leaplanding (as the Dwtch 
callic) famiſhing or ſtarving for 
Religion, will call for revenge, but 
we pray with our bleſſed Saviour 
and bis Pcotomartyr,Saint Szephe», 

NE 
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ne ſtatnas ills hoo peccatum. 
Saint Pas! hath alſo taught us 
' Rom+12.5-21. Be not overcome of 
+, © evill, but overcome good with evill. * 
Nay Ariſtotle himſelfe in 4. Eth. 
cap«3.laith, it is a ſigne of magnan- 
mity to forget injuries. FOr 2s it is 
| a marke of a weake Stomack not 
to be able to digeſt hard meat, ſo 
it is of a puſillanimous Sonle, not 
£0 be able to indure a harſh word 
or harder threats. (*cero.lb. 2. 
| Txmsc,ques.(ſpeaking of wiſe mens 
. patience) ſaith, /7 fortts in perferen- 
do, offics ſatis eft : ut latetur, non 
poſtzlo. Theſe Chriſtian wiſe men 
; have gone further even to joy in 
| Perſecutions, eLriftorle, when the 
; Athenians were conſulting to pro- 
ceed in judgement againſt t:im, up- 
on ſuſpition of ſome impiety in 
aſs opinions, departed from eL- 
'hens and removed his Schoole, 
; aying to his Schollars,D;/cedamm 
0 EL 
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Athens, ne prebeamaes 11s ſecunday | 
Cccaſionem ſcelerts, quale prius per- 

petraverunt in Socratem, neve uteri 

per umpictatems violent Philoſophi- , 
a9;, Thus tender Ar:;/toile ww | 
of Philoſophy and of their inno. ' 
cency : but onr Chriftian Philo. | 
ſophers here have gone further, | 
they think it neceflary to confirme | 
what they ceach by their blood, 
and therefore will not defiſt, This | 
Paraphraſe comes not yet home, 

Ye are ambitious to challenge | 
Martyrs in confirmation of your | 
Prelatique Proteſtancy, bur how | 
unhappily , let all men witneſle | 
even by Maſter Foxes adulterate | 
Moruments. | 


—— 


argued 
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argued a phrenſie to maintaine 
thoſe Articles by death, which 
were only made to maintains you 
in life ; Againe, no man in his wits 
would expoſe himſelf even to dan- 
ger of death for matter of opinion, 
which mult needs involve uncer- 
tainty, neither doe your Articles 
mount any higher, as ChilingWworth 
ingenuouſ]y confefſech & therefore 
ye all proteſſe a fallibility in your 
owne decrees, which is conſequent 
enough. In ſome of your Articles 


| you agree with us, ſo that if any of 


yours (hould dye for thoſe, we 
might, if it were worth the while, 
challenge ſuch as well as you, but 
Saint Par! to the (or. I. Chap. 13: 


_Tertul, againſt Afariar, lib. 4. 


Saint Cipr.to Antoniatns, Ep. 52. 
To (ornelizs, Ep. 54. &c. S. Ang. 
againft the Donatiffs and all the 
relt aſſure ns, that, Ze AMartyy 
,0n poteſt, qui in eceleſia dei non - 

0 
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No member of Gods Catholique | 
Church, no Martyr, and hereupon 
the Novatia»s,though ſharply per: 
ſecuted by Macedonins for the 
fame DoArine concerning thy | 
Blefled Trinity, for which the Cs 
tholiques alſo were, yet the Chri. 
ſtian world never eſteemed them 
Martyrs, 

Out of this ground it aroſe that 
none could be acknowledged or | 
venerated, as Afartyrs, except the. 
Biſhop of the place had fignifyed | 
by writing to the Primate all par- | 
ticulars in the procefle, and then 
he declared them to be ſuch, as 
appeares in S, Ang. Brevic.Collat. * 
dies 3. cap. 13. where he ſhewes ' 
how Secande; Biſhop of Trigi/itan 
in Numidia ſignified to Menſurins 
Biſhop and Primate, of Carthage, 
the pareicular paſſages of ſuch, who 
had been put to death,becauſe they 
would not obey *Dyocleſians Pro- 

A clamation 
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clamation,in delivering the Sacred 
Bookes into their. profane hands, 
and HMenſurics declared them 
worthy to be celebrated, as Mar- 
tyrs - but to others who had ſuf- 
fered under the ſame pretence, yet 
for other defects, hee denied that 
honour , as appeares there, This 
ſolemne AR of Declaration was 
afterwards transferc'd and limited 
to the Pope , being conc:ived 2 
buſineſſe of high concernment to 
the whok Church, Truly, che 
Church hath beene alwayes ſo 
tender in this, that Councels, as 
Eliber,Can.60. aſſume this authori- 
ty to themſelves , and preſcribe 
Rules in it, as there, if a Chriſtian 
ſhould be put to Dcath for haviog 
broken Idols, it is foibidden that 
hee be accounted a Martyr, It 
muſt bee done with due circum- 
ftances. 

And the caſe of St, 464; comes 

C home 
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home to it, hee had pulled downe 


an 1dolatrous Temple, for which 
Chriſtians commended him not, 
bur his refuſall to rebuild the, 


Temple was judsed cauſe enough | 


of Martyrdome, as Theodor. 1.5. 
38. ſhewes, There might be raſh- 
neſle in the firſt, but ſurely the 
re-buildins of an Idolatrou; 


Temple, had b:ene impiety, and 


tierefore was noble to die for it, 


But if you will know what is 


required to be eſteemed a Martyr 
in the ſenſe of Catholiques, adviſe. 


with our Authors eſpecially, St, 
T hom4s 2.2.49. 124. 4.40. & 50. 
and our other Divines, If you 
viilt further know the great ten- 


derneſle the univerſall Church hath. 


uſed in recording 8& admitting the 
Gelſts of her undoubted Martyrs, 
real the 6.Gen. Councell Car. 6: 
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which will eel! you that the Roman . 


Church will not permit the Ads 


of 
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| of Martyrs to be read, which have 


beene written by Hereriques, nay 
the 'councel] will have fuch Res« 
Cords to be burnt. 

' In ſome Articles you agree with 
the Presbyterians, in others with 
the Independents : If any have 
dyed for either of theſe, each of 
them may come in as well as you, 


| and yet theſe ( conſequent to your 
- Principles )yee eſteeme Separatis7s, 


that is, not capable of being Mar- 


Againe in ſome eArticles you 
differ from us and them, which 
are the peculiar Tenents of Pres 
latiſme, and for theſe, they and 
wee know , that never any Man 


- dyed, namely for your Epiſcopa- 


cy ; and the adherent DoAtrines, 
Therefore without doubt yee have 
no Martyrs, no not fo much as 


. Plendo-Martyrs. 


Secondly , yon your ſelves in 
Xx. time 


(28) 


time of your Eſpiſcopall Raigne 
caſt many ( beſides (atholiquer ) 
Presbyterians, and Independents 1n- 
to Dungeons, where they dyed, 
beggard Families with oppreſſure' 
wherewith they famiſhe, cut of 
Eares, and baniſhe fach, who 
adored not your Epiſcopall Idoll; 
And may not theſe joyne iſſue 
upon a farre greater title ro Mar 
eyrdome , then you ? Thar the 
Prelatiſts had almoſt intreated the 
common people into a beliefs of 
this Fancy, I wonder not ; For 
if wee looke back to the Doxatifis 
who moſt of all repreſent them, 
as being zealous Prelatiſts , they 
were ſo ambitious of this honour, 
that many caſt themſelves intq 
P.ecipices,and other wayes ſought 
their owne Death, upon this pre: 
' tence, as Optatrs Milevitanmu, St, 
Augaſtine, and diverſe others re- 


_ I leave you to tell us, whe- 
_ eher 


29 ) | 
gher ſome of your party have not 
done the like in our memories. 

The reaowned eApellinaris 1n 
« Enſebins 1,5.c.15. ſaith of the Ca- 
| taphrygeans or Aoutanifts, that 


when all their Arguments were 


confated and they driven to a »0-7 
plus, they left diſputing by way of 
Reaſon, and produced rheir Mar- 


*" tyrs, as proofe enough of their 


errours ; Truly the Prelatifts being 
reduced to a lofle in point of rea- 
foning , for they ' have already 
confeſſed their domeltique incon- 
latencies, now ( as yee ſee) they 
begin with them to challenge 
Martyrs, whom they would take 
up from all hands, but if wee de- 
plame them, by giving to each 
part their own, as I have touch, 
wee ſhall leave them as naked in 
point of Martyrs, as Plato's Cock 

in point of being a man. 
We might wonder that in every 
"C2 clauſe, 
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clauſe, even in this your fainting 
condition , you till ſtrike at the" 
poore Catholiques, ( Wormes tro- 

den will (hew their heads, for de 
fence ) truly you ſeeme to be mud 
of che nature of Foxes, whoſe an. 
tipathy is ſo great againſt innocent 
Lambes, that their Skinnes made 
into D:ummes will by inviſibk 
beames or ſpirits , endeavour. thi 
breaking of a Drum made «f 
Lambs Skin ; Bur it recoyles upon 
you, this Drum being well beaten, 
will with innocency deſtroy your. 
rangling and jangling diſſonancies, 
You force us to ſharpen our Pens, 
and againſt our inclination to give: 
our Inke a tinure of Gall, leſt 
wee ſhould not ſeeme ſenlible of 
your frequent ſcornes in this ARR.It 
was S. Hierem, & S. Auguſtine: cale 
in their corflidts with theDonatiſts, 

Pelagians and the reſt. | 


S. eAugwſtine tell us of a Houſe 
7 infeſted . 
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ating infeſted with evill ſpirits , for re- 
| the' medy whereof hee ſent ſome of 
tro his Monkes to ſay Maſſe, which 
rd preſently diſpelled the Divells, it 
ud, would be no lefle « fficatious now 
za againſt all ill ſpirits, who infeſt 
cen Gods Servants in their quiet at- 
lad tendivg to his Service. The holy 
ible Maſſe is able to humble thoſe 
thi fiticious Prieſts in Jamblicus in his 

of Treatiſe of CHMyſteries , who 
pon ehreatned the Gods to breake the 
ten, Heavens, and reveale 7js her Se- 
our. crets, to {top the Egypriias Sacred 
(es. Ship, &c, you ſeeme to threaten 
ns, Gods Ship,which is his Chwrch,&c. 
ive. bat all fignifle your imminent 
leſt deſtruRtion. Nh 

of Your ſecond Reaſon is alſo cone 
It fiderable, that Wee know ot What 
le Joxr Religion 3s, ſince you your 
?s, Afelves cannot yet agree on it, nor | 

indeed kzow where to Fay, ſince | 

ſe yree left us, you rightly. conclude | 
" ZH = this, | 
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this, and the changes of your Ar. 


ticles of Beleife even in the highelt 
myſteries of DoRrine, as of Pre. 
deſtination , finall Apoſtacy from 


grace and the relt, &c. too too, 


abundantly declare, that hitherto 
you have wandered in falſe and 
firange Doftrines, A miſcrable con: 
Cition for all your Proſelites, now 
afcer ſo many years to be to ſeeke 
Reaſons in point of DoRtrine, 
why yee lefr us, and yet ſeverely 
puniſhed us to bloud for not fol. 
lowing you. 


Yee aſſumed to your ſelves a 


magiſteriall power of diQating. 


Divinity to your followers, and 


yer you are not agreed upon your . 
owne Tenets, this is like Peter. 
Alartyr in Oxford, who ſent to 


the Parliament to know how hee 
{honld expound , Hoc eff corpus 
wenn tO his auditors ; Thus your 


own paQtiics diſcover and deſtroy 


your 
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your deſignes, every propoſition 
uſed in your Pulpits againſt us was 
Demonſtratio <a15npovexn,no reaſon 
» durſt be offced againſt ir, and yet 
now you have deſtroyed all your 
ſelves. 


Touching yoar additional Reaſon of 
Our charging you with embracing 
a Parliament Relsgion. 


Can you your felves call ic 
any other, then Parliamentary ? I 
wonder yee bopgle at this, did not 


i . a Parliament lay the firſt Stone, 


when He».the 8, made his breach 
from Rowe, which yee cite afcer in 
your Paragraph to the Oath of S#u- 
premacy ? did it notin the begin- 
ning of Queen Elizabeth augmene 
that breach in abolition of Maſle, 
&c. ? Is not the Supreame power 
over all Doftrines by ſeverall Ats 


| transferred by Parliament to the 


C5 Imperial 
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Imperiall Crowne of this Realme, 
cited in the ſame Paragraph ? was 
ir not alfo re-eſtabliſhed by King 
7ames in the Parliaments ? and fo*, * 
ever ſince continued to your great 
oriefes. All men know the paſſages | 
of this, Is there any thing believed 
to this day ary further then ſerled 
by Parliament, as you in your next 
(number 2.) confefſe ? Nay , doe 
not your poſteriour Writers pro- 
feſſe, that ſettlement of Religion 
is ſolely to be had from the civill 
Power ? And vpon this ground, 
they teach that lnhabitants in any 
Countrey ſhould follow the Re. 
ligions, how often ſoever changed 
there, which was the antiquated 
impiety of Cel/z, ſtrengthned by 
him in many examples, and ſtrong- 
ly confuted by Origen, fol. 484. c. 
2. Upon which ſuppoſition, wee 
might come at laſt ro worſhip a 
Sov inftced of GoD, as the. 

2. eq 


(35) 
eEgyptians did, by Origens relation 
fol. 485. cl. 

Bur co prevent ſuch * abſardi- 
ties, the Prophet 1/ay 49. 43. 
foretelling the times and Method 
of Government under Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the Churches Supremacy, 
as condiſtint to temporall prin- 


_ cipality, ſaith, Kings ſhall bow down 


to ber With their Face toWard the 
Barth, and lick up the duſt of her 
Feete, which ſurely will reach to 
z ſubmiſſion in DoArines ; but this 
concernes not your imaginary 
Church, the Prophet, who fore- 
cold Chriſts comming, and his true 
Churches Birth and Prcogrefle, ne- 
ver dreamed of ſuch a Hypocentany, 
as you had framed, which nei- 
ther was Catholique nor Pro- 
teſtant. | 
I conceive it therefore the no- 
bleſt pretenee you have to pleade 
your Origin from x Parliament, 
DO 3 on on 


=> 


| 
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| 
which being ſuppoſed, you will | 


eaſily finde the way of your Re- 
formation and deſtruRion to bee 


equally authencicall, becauſe by AR + « | 


of Parliament ; warranted by that 
Rule Per eaſdens Ccarſas aliquid | 


reſoluitur, per qruas componitnr, but 


becauſe this is a Rule amongſt 


Lawyers. ; whom you eſteeme no 
Friends to Athens, I doe not urge 


it ; onely remember it is the ſame | 


way, and as far from your Col- 
ledges to the Convocation Houſe, 


as from thence to your Colledges, 


and all is done. 
Tou go on in your Reaſons, 


3. By a tacite acknowledgment 
that there is ſome thing in the 
Doftrine, ana wor(ip , Wherennts 
their conformity hath beene required, 
ot agreeable to the Word of Goa, 
and conſequently juſtifying thews 
bnth,the one in his Recuſancy,the other 


in his ſeparation, 7 MU 


| on p 
43 ; ns - 
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You well conclude this, for 
indeed it followes very evidently, 
being neceſſarily and virtually in- 

» » cluded in the premiſes - If your 
forme of Faith mult be changed, 
ſurely it convinces that wee, not 
you, have beene in the right,agree- 
ably ro Gods Word , which can 
not change, So that it is cleare 
that you-are the SeparatiFfts being 
changed in Doftrine and worſhip, 
yet here you very prodigally call 
others Separatiſts, as not agreeing 
with your fancies, 

Why the Independent party :: 
ſhould be ſtyled Separatifts by you * 
of the Prelatique, I know not : { 
The Independents indeed jultly Se- | 
parated from you, and you unlavw. ' 
fully from us ; Why a juſt Separa- 
tion from you ſhould make theſe 
tO be Sefiaries ( as you often ſtile | 
them ) or Separatiſt., and your \ 

 unlawfull ſeparation, not more | 
| ſtrongly | 
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ſtrongly conclude againſt your 


ſelv:s, who firſt ſeparated from 
your true Mother, they from an 


Aduſltercfle ; Lee all men judge. I - 
feare you have forgotten the Arte- | 


Preaicaments, and the Rales of 


denomination : you have hitherto 


done with us, as the Gertiles did 
with old Chriftiays, when they 
appointed ſome upon their 


Theaters,to imirate their Religious | 


AAs in derifion of Chriſtians,as Z#- 
{#birs and the reſt relate;But God 
ſometimes even miraculouſly turn - 
ed their jelts into earneſt , as 
BaronTo. 2.4. 303. andelfewhere 
ſhewes in the caſe of Ardalioy and 
Geneſius, and S., Aug. Ep.67., of 


Dioſcorms, You have: aRed our 


parts at your pleaſure in your 


Palpits hitherto, and yee have 


taught others to doe the like 
to you : many of yours with 


Geneſis and ſome of your Dioſce- | 


riſts, - 
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riſtr, the Areh Players, of deriders, 
have become ſerious imbracers 
of Catholique truth. It is the grea- 

teſt harme we wiſh you all, 
Nicetas Choniates in his Annals 
under Manuel Comnens, tells of 
a Magician , who had ſo farre 
dementated a poore Waterman, 
that hee broake 1n pieces his Boat 
full of Pots and Pans, and fach 
like Veſſeils of Exrth ; The poore 
man ſeemed to fee a horrible 
Serpent creeping towards him, 
which hee endeavouring to kill, 
broke all, and then the Serpent 
vaniſhed, This was done in' fight 
of all at Court. Mcthinks much 
after this manner, you have beene 
dementated to brezke your ſelves 
off from all Communion with 
others, eſteeming all Separatiſts, 
where as indeed yon made all che 
breaches, and even in all onr fights 
and at the Court, as that poore 
| C2} | man 
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man did, (til! chinking to preſerve | 


your ſelves by that which was 
your 1uine. 


But you goe 013, 


4. By an implyed Confeſſion, that 


the LaWwes formerly made againſt | 
Papiſts, in ths Kingdome and all 


Lo 
—— 


puniſhments by wertue thereof tn- | 


flited upon them , were unjuſt , in 


puniſhing them for refuſing to joyne . 


with us in that forme of worſhip, 
Which our ſelves, as well as they,doe 
ot approve of. 


Thus far you rightly obſerve; 


And ſurely it concernes you to 
thinke ſadly upon it : how many 
have loſt their Lives, others their 
Eſtates for not conforming to 
your unſound DoAtrines, which all 


your Brethren, and almoſt the - 


whole Country are weary of, and 


therefore urge for change in your 


Doarine 


« - 
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DoQtrine and Worſhip, as not 
agreeable to the Word of God. 
«lian was more viſibly paniſhed 


. by God then many Heathen per- 


ſecuting Emperours, by reaſon of 
his Apoſtacy , the crime ſeemed 
greater in him ; I doub>t you will 
b:e the like examples of Gods 
Juſtice, and confeſſe with him, 
when it is t00 late, Viciſts Galilee. 
When wee are firſt entred into 
Ariſtotles Schoole, we are taught 
to proceede in due forme , leſt an 
acute adverſary ſhould reduce us 
ad impoſſivile, that is, to ſome in- 
evitable abſurdity. Truly , you 
have argued ſo prepoſterouſly that 
though yourAdverſary would not, 
yee have intricated your ſelves in a 
ſad labyrinth, 

It was accuſtomarily given out 
that Catholiques were not in time 
of your Reigne puniſhed for Re- 
ligion , but for non-conformity 
in 


(42) 
im points of State, But here yee | 
have taken away that Vizard, in 
holding forth ro all the World, | 
that the Lawes were made, and the | 
Duniſhments, ( in order to thoſk| 
Lawes ) irfl:ed , for refs/ing | 
Jjoyne in your forme of Wor ſhip. You! | 
ſee into what = Dilemma you are 
anadviſedly plung'd, me-thinkg! ' 
you might have inade proviſion in 
your Convocation As again cor | 
nated Arguments. The truth is, | 
your proceeding againſt. Catho, | 
liqnes, argued the whole Roman! 
Church in your judgements to bee | 
rovecoroais A City of Rogues, not - 
civitas ſanfta, Gods Church, and *« 
therefore wee were in all things' 1 
uſed like and numbred with rogua {| 
and thieves, 
The Cynicks, that they might 
be like to: Hercules, fighting againſt « 
the Lyons, aſſumed for their « 
Dreſſe, a Stafte , inſtcad of his . 
gs | 


| (43) 
#+| Cin>, and an old cloake. Hence 
n the Donatifis and their off-ſpring 
d, | the Circumcellians in Afrique aſed 
e| juſt the ſame : you have beene 
e| indeed very.formall and more 
tl Ecclefiaſtique-like , then .your 
8} neighbouring Scots in your Cano- 
Ee nicall cloakes, but. you agreed in 
5 yourclub-law in perſecution of Ca* 
n theliques and all others, who could 
p notconforme their conſciences to 
s,. your Canons, and behaved your 
p, ſelves very tynically towards us 
gn. all, unhappi'y following your old 
£ Friends the Donatiſs ; though 
t Lattantins ſaith, that nothing i [0 
d woluntary , as Religion , which 
5 Without the wills conſent, is no- 
s thing. It was therefore eſteemed 
high gallantry in the Roman - 
et Emperours, to impoſe onely ſuch 
} commands upon the 7eWes,as were . 
; conſiſtent with their Religion, as | 
5s UipianRecords. 


- 


L ” None ; 


— 


(44) | 
None of you are ignorant how 
much , and how tong wee have ' 
ſuffred under the heavy. imputati. | 
on of the Gunpowaer Treaſon, 1) , 
crime ſo highly oppofite to our | 
Tenets, that to afſert it lawful), 
were hereſy with us. Nero,when he 
had ſet Roywe on fire, could not ! 
eaſier turne the horrour of it upon ' 
any, and free himſelfe, then to 
lay it upon us, as hee did, accord- 
ing to the teſtimony of all the 
Roman Hiſtorians , though they | 
themſelves diſcover his falſneſie | 
in it : Even thus when the Plot was | 
layd for that horride attempr of 
the Gunpowder , it waseaſi'y caſt 
upon ns, and to that end a few 


- —— \ 


' young deſperate perſons over-: 
; reached and drawne into it, that - 
; under that colour, wee might all 
i be traduced, whereas the very 

; memory of it is odious to all. 


Catholiques ; but time diſcovers. 
tho} 


(45) 


the moſt ſecret machinations, and 
will cleare all calumnies. 


You you adventere to got on: 


I. Without manifeſt wrong unto 
our ſolves, eur (onſciences, Repu- 
tation and Eſtates , in bearing falſe 
witneſſe againſs our ſelves, and. 
ſundry other Wayes : by ſwearing to 
endeavonr ts reforme that,as corrupt 
and vicious ; Which wee have for- 
merly by our perſonall Subſcription, 
approved as agreeable to Gods word, 

have not beene ſince either 
condemned by onr one Hearts for 
ſo doing, or convinced in our fudg- 
ments, by any of our Brethren, that 
therein We did awi([e. 

2, Which in onr Conſciences, Wee 
are perſwaded not to be is any of the 
foure Specified particulars ( as it 
ſtandeth eſtabliſhed ) much leſſe 
in the whole foure- againſt the Word 


of Gea, _ which. 


(45) 


3. Which Wee verily believe and | 
(as wee thinks wpon good grounds) | 
to be in ſundry reſpetts much better, | 
and more agreeable to the Word of .. 
God, and the prattiſe of the Catho. 
liqne Charch, then that, which Wee 
ſhould by the former words of this 
Article ſweare to preſerve. 


4. Whereunto the Lawes (Stat, | « 


13. Eliz. 12.) yet in force require of | 
all ſuch Clerks as ſhall bee admitted | 
to any Benefice the fignification of + 
their hearty aſſent to bee atteſted 
openly in the time of Divine Service; | 
before the Whole Congregation there | 
preſent, Within a limitted time, and 
that under paine (_ npon aefault 
made ) of the leſſe of every ſuch 
Benefice. © 

5. Without manifeſt danger of 
perjnery, this Branch of the Article 
(fo our beſt nnderſtanding) ſeeming 
direfly contrary 

I. To our former Solemmne Pro- 

| _reſtation. 


| 
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teſtation which wee have bound our 


ſelves neither for Hope , Feare or 


Ei 


p 


4 
; 


f 


A. PS. an. 


other veSect ever to relinquiſh, 


| «Fherein the Dofrine, Which Wee 


have wowed to maintaine , by the 
name of the true Proteſtant Religion 
expreſſed in the Dofrine of the 
Church of England, We taks to be 
the ſame which noW we are required 
to endeavour to Reforme and 
Alter. 

2. Tothe Oath of Supremacy, by 
4s alſs taken according to the Lawes 
of the Realme, and the Statmtes of 
our Univerſity in that behalfe, 
wherein having firs} teftified and 
declared in our Conſciences , that 


' the Kings Highneſſe 1s the onely 


Supreme Governonr of this Realme, 
wee do after SWeare 10 onr power 


to aſſiſt and defend all Juriſdiftions, 


Priviledges, Preheminences, and 
Anthorities granted or belonging to 


' the Kings Highneſſe, his Hires and 


 Sueceſ* 


fame, aud of all manner of Errors, | 


for ever by Authority of this preſem 


(48) 
Sweceſſonrs, or united and annexed | 
fo the Imperiall Crowne of thi | 
Realme. One of Which Priviledger | 
and Preheminences, by an expreſſe,) _ 
Statute ſo annexed, and that ever | 

In terminis in the ſelfe ſame i 


ina manner with thoſe uſed in thi 
Oath,ts the Whole power of Spiritaal | 
or Eccleſraſticall Furiſdiction for thi | 
({orrection, and Reformation of al 
maxyner of Erroars and Abuſes in | 
matters Ecclefraſticall ( ſuch Fuviſ | 
dictions, Priviledges, Superioritics, | 
and Preheminences Spirituall, i 
Ecclefiafticall , as by any, &c. for | 
the Viſitation of the Eccleſraftical | 
State and Perſons, and for Reforma: | 
tion, Order and Correction of thi | 


Herefges, Schiſmes, Abuſes, Offences, 
Contempts, and Enormities , ſhall 


? nds en> as co _ 


Parliament be wnited, and annexed. 
to the Imperiall CroWyne of thi | v 
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Realme, as by the words of the [aid 


Statmte more at large appeareth, 
The Oath affording the Propoſetion, 
and. the Statute the e Aſſumption, 
wee finde 10 way how. to avoyd 
the { oncluſion. The Statute 55 en: 
tituled, An At Reſtoring to the 
Crowne the ancient furiſdiftion, &c. 


I ,Eliz.1. 


To theſe inbriefe thus. 


I doubt not but many of your 
weaker Profelites elteeme this 
Diſcourſe ſo harmonious, as to 
have power to make Stones dance, 
as they followed Amphion to the 
Theban Walls, or to toſſe the 
lofty Offa and Banchaia , and 
take us all off our Legs, as of old 
at the hearing the Odryſran Harpe: 
Bur wee'l ponder your Muſick. 

I, If it be not Jawfull for you 
without manifelt wrong co your 

D _ 
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fetves, Conſciences, Repntation and 
Eſtates to reforme your DoRtcine, 
How was it lawfull for the firſt 
Broachers of your Arrcles, to 
pretend Reformation of the 
Dodrines they had ſworne unto 
under us, did not they bcare falſe 
witneſle againſt themſelves, and 
are not you their iſſue conceived 
in Perjury ? Ic is ingenn2uſly done 


of you, to confefl2 you had a 


very conſiderable Eye to the loſſe 


of your Eſtates, in refuſing the | 


Covenant, though experience now 


_ — —— 


teacheth you, that the (ovenar | 


ters themſelves are not exzmpted : 
from that lofle. Non eft confilium 
contra Dominum , your pokieies | 
did not ſucceed. How free were | 


Catholiques from this Avarice ? 


They prodigally expoſed all, ra-. 
ther then ro grate upon their 


Conſciences. This was not obſtt. 


nacy buz conſtancy , like the old} 
PM” 7 Chriſtians | 


ee arr te 


(51) 
Chriſtians in S. Baſles time, who 
would not admit theſchange of's 
particle, ſapereſt diſſcrere de Syllabe, 
aum unde ceperit,efo, No change of 
Faith with chem, 

2, Catheliques were forced ( as 
much as in you lay ) to condemne 
what they were not, nor yet are 
convinced of in their Judgements, 
that the former, that is, the old 
Catholique DoArines are not 4- 
agreeable to Gods Word ; Wee 
muſt therefore cry aloud with 
Fertnllian (de Prel.c, 3.) againſt 


 Hermogenes. Scriptum eſſe doceat 


Hermogenis officina, &c. Shew us 
where it is written that we muſt 
forſake ſtated truths for your 
variable conceits, altogether dif- 
agreeing from Gods word. This 
plea will detroy you wholy, and 
with all Juſtice reſtore us at leaſt 
to 2 quiet condition under the. 


Profeflton of our old Tenets, 
D2 Priolomy 


(52) 
Ptolomey ( though of a different 
profeſſion to both parties, ) was 
thought capable to determine 


the Schiſmaticall Controverſie of. 


the two Temples of Hiern/alens, 
and Garizim, | 

3+ Catholiques did not onely 
believe , bur knew that their 
Do&rines were much better, and 
more agreeable to the Word of 
God , and the practiſe of the 
Catholigne Church, then your 
fancies : And yet. were compel- 
led either to ſweare to them, or 
loſe all. Wiſe men do not onely 


provide for the preſent in ma-. 


king Lawes, but foreſee and pre- 
vent future, and as much as may 
bee even poſſible dangers. Had 
yee conſulted with old Lycar- 
g14 , hee found other wayes to 
perennize his owne Lawes , and 
perſwade. an. Opinion of their 
Divine Origen : but your —_ 
: : | hat 


| 


[ 
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hath deſtroyed it ſelfe by your 
owne Fundamentall Lawes, they 
are now with full Force retorted 
upon your ſelves, as all men 
ſee, and conſequently enforce 
your ruine for want of Foun- 
dation. 

Beſtdes the falſity of your 
Dorines in themſelves, you have 
all the ourward Habiliments of 
SeRaries, by which the old Church 
of Chriſt diſcovered their No# 
velties. ethanaſins deſtroyes 
Arianiſme in his TraRt of the 
Synods of Arimine, and Seleucia 
by this moſt certaine Argument. 
Urſacins & Valens, Geminius, cum 
ceteris ſus Gregalibus i4 fecere, 
quod antea nec fallum nec aud- 
tum eff apud (hriſtianos, Cum 
enim Scripfiſſent eam fidem quam 
voluernnt , adaidere & Conſulatuns 
& menſem , diemque ejus ternpo- 
144, ut omnibus prudentibus palam 
#3  - jane 


—_ —_— 
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facerent, non olims (ed nunc dewum 
gorum fidem ſub Conſftantio miti- 
#m accepiſſe. Thus S. Baſe! (Ep. 
$2.) and che reſt confated He- 
refics even by this Extrinſecall 
conſideration, and it was alwayes 
amonglt Chriſtians efteemed ſuf- 
ficient to aſſigne the Conſalſhip, 
the time and day of their Sub- 
ſcriptions. Which of you or us 
cannot retrive your forme of 
Faith not onely to the reigne 
of which Prince, but of the Lord 
Major under whom it began, 
even with as much eaſe as this 
ARA of the (onvecation ? The 
Pithagorians did uſe to build 
Hearles for ſuch , who ſhould 
apoſtatize from Philoſophy, e- 
ſteeming them no better then dead 
men , How much more ſhould 
ſome ſuch courſe bee taken for 
thoſe, who forſake Chriſtian Phi- 
loſophy, and turne to Hereſies and 


Errors! 5 


(55) 


I wonder you doe not bluſh 


to pretend the praiſe of the 
(atholique Church ; Here is 7e* 
pugnaxtia in adjeflo as Lopitians 
ſpeake, a Cathol:que Church con* 
fined to England, you pretend 
no further then England, for you 
ſay true Proteſtant Religion ex- 


preſſed in the Doctrine of the 


Charch of England ; Indeed this 
Iand hach beene filed Orbu Bri- 
tannicus, a World by it ſelfe, but 
it 1s a very little Catholick Charch, 


which encompaſeth not this very 


Tland, ( For;,-Scarland is exciu- 
ded by your own Confeflion.) So 
that if this Iland were the 0714, it 
is not Catheliqne. 

The reaſon why at eLxtioch 
the Name of Chriffians was 2d- 


ded as a Surname to the Belie. - 


vers in Chriſt ; St. Athanaſius 
in a D.ſputation againſt Arias 


ſets downe to bee, becauſe they 
were 


D4 


| 


| 
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trere before called Di/ciples,which | e\ 
| Name alſo Doſithens, one Fudau | h 
I! and others ( as "well falſe as | n 
/' £erne Teachers) gaveto their Diſ- | at 
ciples, and therefore the Apofler, | O 
i} for diſtinftion would have theic | n1 
[/' Diſciplesro be ſurnamed (hriſftians, | n 
|, which was prophecied by //aizs | ve 
e. 62, Servientibus mihi vocabmrur | yi 
n0vum nomen, &c. yet afterwards | { 
Heretiques abuſively tooke this | © 
Name alſo, and rendred it exe» | y 
crable to the Paga»s, by their ill | x 
lives and abominable DoQtrines, | v 
as Tertullian demorſtrates in his | p 
Apologetico, Whereupon the ce- 
Jebraced adzjunt of (utholique | n 
was taken up and appropriated | a 
to Orthodox Chriſtians againſt | t 
the Afarcienites, Harpocratians, | 

. and after the Donatiſts, and the | t 
celt ; of which alſo they were am- | « 
z 

| 


'!! bitious ( as appeares often in St, | 
'% Auguſtines Collations with them) | 
[hr even |. 


"1 . 
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even by as much title as you;peruſe 
him, and acknowledge your ſelves 


| non-Suited : the reaſon of this 


Attribute was wniverſality , as 
Origen declares in his Dialogue, 
and all the ancient teſtify : Pacia» 
4s wrote a whole Treatiſe of the 
very Name Catholique , which is 
yet extant, thongh hee lived 


ſomewhat before Sr, Hierome, Out 


of theſe exrmine your Ticle, and 
you will finde it vaine, trie it by 


| this teft, and learne to renounce, 
| what yee have unjuſtly uſur- | 


ped. 

Your faſt plea of perjury was 
not admitted to Catholiques, who 
adhered to their firſt Tenents in 
the generall revolt of this Coun- 


try, yet you urge it handſomly 


—_ 


to convince all your Brethren 


| of high perjury, in taking ſuch 


; 
| 
” 


an Oath, which you your ſelves 


| age to be falſe, ſince yee deny 


_ that 


——I IEEE.” ELIE = EAEIEDIEIERCDD. ==> 


(53) 
that there is ſuch a power in| , 
Parliaments, as yee ſaid above! j 
and conſequently in the Crowne,| þ 
being all the pretence you ah], 
leadge ; for it was from Parlu| , 
ments. 
This point of forcing men; 
Conſciences with Oathes in mat] 
ter of beliefe, is exccllently de 
clared ( in a Letter written by| 
Sir Alexander Irving x Scot, 0 
ted the 20. ax, 165 1. to th 
Presbytery of Aberates, and (inc 
Printed by authority ) to bt 
greater then any other tyrant, 
namely to make men ſweare thi y 
they believe, what the impoſ, 
know, or may preſume they d 
not thinke : This is a ſure w 
to fend the ſwearers to the Dt , 
vill, eſpecially if ( to compli » 
their Malice) the Impoſers (houit # 
preſently kill chem, as I het þ, 
of a Varlet, who out of reveng| f 
| mi 
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made a wretch firſt forſweare his 
Religion, and then inſtantly ftabd 
kim, leſt he ſhould live and repent. 
» I could wiſh you & others would 
vouchſafe to reade,not our School- 
mes, that were too much labour, 
but our Summiſts at leaft, to learne 


- what conditions are required in 


a Lawfull caking, or umpoſing 


Tou proceed. 
The SECoOmp ARTICLE 
Os Tux COVENANT. 


Firſt, it cannot , but affect ns 
with ſome priefe , and amazement 
ta ſee that ancient forme of ( hurch-+ 
Government , Which wee heartily 


| and (as wee hope ) Worthily ho+ 
' 20Ky , os render which onr Religion 
was at firſ® ſo orderly Without 


Violence or T amnults , and ſo hap+ 


art pily reformed. and hath ſince ſo long 


1 floriſhed With Truth and Peace, io 


> 
z 
: 
F + 


the 


( 60) 
the honoxy , and happineſſe of &n om, 
own, and the envy and nbd 
ether N ations, not only 

I. Endeavonred to be extinj 
red, without any reaſon offered rok 
underſtandings, for which it ſooul 
be thought neceſſary, or but ſe muy 
as expearent ſo to doe; Butal/o 


2. Ranked With Popery, Saperſis| ; 


tion, Hereſy ,Schiſme and propbaneſ, 
Which Wee wnfainedly prefeſſe un 
ſelves to deteſt a3 mach as any Other 
Whatſoev er, 

3: And that with ſome tntimatin 
alſo ar if that Government were ſom 
way or other fo contrary to ſound 
Doctrine, or the power of Godlineſſe, 
that Whoſoerver ſhould not endeauven 
the extirpation thereof, muſt of mr 


ceſſity partake in other mens frun,| 
which we cannot yet be perſWadedii| 


believe, 
To your firſt, 
Was not Ougland reformed from 
of} 


|t 


(61) 
| Infidelity to Chriſtianity without 
. H yiolence or tumult, and ſo continu- 
*| ed till Hexry the Eights rupture, 
.1 þoth in body and minde? did it 
h not continue in' admiration of all 


- any Here(ies? was it not endeavor- 
fi reaſons offered to our under{tand- 
fe; ing, &c? yet ſet mee alſo tell you 
'| that your pretended Reformation 

| came not 1n,nor continuedwithout 
violence, Ac the very fiſt, was 
there not violence offred in the fi: ſt 
Parliament web began it in Eaw.6, 
time, what courſe was then taken in 
; the choice of Par/iamext men?again 
| what violence in-keeping out the 
Biſhops, who then were neceflary 
| Members, that the Vote might be 
| carried for ſuppreſfion of Msſſe, 
{ and eſtabliſhing your Commons» 
: Prayer Book.. And did it not con- 
n | tinue by bloud ? The onely argu- 


ne m&cne 


| Nations,becauſe it never admitted 


| ed to bee extirpated without any | 


(62) 
ment uſed to induee Cathelight! , 
to adhere to your new Schiſmati/ | 
exll Prelacy, was that, which beg 
and continues the Alcaron, whi 
is the Sword,, or ( which is moy 
'ignominious ) the Gallowes, Ye 
you live under thoſe Governour 
who promiſe not to exerciſe vio 
lence upon Conſciences, whichs| 
your happineſſe. Bur if they ſhoull 
make uſe of your Lawes, and argu 
with you ad howinems,chat way ou 
of your principles, there would: 
title for cruclcies enough: yee hav 
very cloſely followed the ftepsd 
your predeceſſors the Dexatif, 
whoſe bloudy proxagation of chei 
Herefics.St, Hieroms in his Treatik 

againſt them rowards the end « 

the chird Booke, ſh-wes : So doti 

Oroſfics alſo and Sr. Auguſtine, ( i 

the City of 50d) Which he dedicatel 

to AMarcellinw , who was mut 
thered by chem. God forbid chit 
anjf - 
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any Phalaris (ſhould put you to 
 Pirillus his puniſhment, recorded 
in Ovid. 
*Et Pbalark tauyo violentst memb a Perilli 

Torruit & in felix imbuis auffor opus. 


| What a number of penall Eawes 
0] were in your time & by your pro- 
| motion, made aguit cender Cone 
| ſciences 2 aid how rigidly pur in 
execution 2 How many tyrannicall 
Semtences and Cenſures did you 
paſſe in your high Comm ſſion cont, 
for mecr Peccadillo 32 W rac Forfeis 
tures and Mulcts were impoſ:d on 
if] all ſach as refuſed co be preſene at 
t| your adored Service of Conmoen+ 
Prayer # which is now become fo 
0) nauſeous co the generality of 
08 People, that ir is noc co be heard 
| ofinthe whole Nation. unleile in 
' ſameocculr,or cemore Crany, and 
of wnoſe Origin, continuation, and 
 Exiu,yoa may Cake this asa ſure re- 

__ cord, 
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cord , that it waseftabliſhed by 1 
Parliament on the 29 of May,t549, 
and was abol:(h'd on the. 26 of 
Novemb.1644. by the like author; 
ty ; Thus long did ir, and your Re, 
ligion continne,withour flowri/hing 
ether to the happineſſe of our oVvn, v 
ro the envy or admiration of an) oth! 


—_ 


Nation, | 


OS...” 


;Bur on the contrary,is it not mot} - 


xpparent, that theſe and ſuch ik 
your unchriſtian ations and fan. 
tique [ynovarions, were the oneh| 
cauſe of all our late troubles ? 
Hinc ille Lachryme, 

From this Source hath iflued 1! 
ficeam of bloud, and a fountain of 
tears in the late warres; Nor can 


ſeem ſtrange, that. Almighty Gol] - 


ſhould atiengch unſhearh his ſworl} 
to revenge the innocent: You know. 
Haman was hang'd on theGallowei, 
which he ereRed for AMardechens:| 


Bur wee pray , that you may finde| 
0! 


mercy, To! 


” 


Mace az wo. A 


JzUe| 
ord | 
10M. 
we, | 
MS 3: 
nde 
To: 


| 
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| and all bis Family. Let cus ture. 
| uY 
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T o the Second. 

Was not ( arholike Reiigion by 
you called Popery, and ranked with 
Super ſtution Ls & ard hatch iC 11OT by 
your ſelves to this day been ſo ca- 
Inmniated amongſt the common 
people, thar they do yet take it to 
be really ſo? In ſo much tht one of 
your learned it Preiates ( whoſe 


-name Our of civility | ſpare, for T 


hght not againſt perions, out cauſes) 
being asked by a giave g rileman 
of your Prelitick ( burch, why 
you did acculc the Church of 
Kome of ſuch crimes, 4* Sup-rſtition 
and 1dolatry,which the had ſuppri(- 
ſed in this Nation, ad 1n the wnole 
world, as all Hiſtor:es wituc 's, Your 
Biſhop anſwered ingenuoufly, / hat 
this Prelatick Proteſt aury b-g 1 with 
lies and ſo ut muſt continue, Hence 
this Gentleniao took his 


| . didit 
riſe to become C acholike, Sons 


not 


Pod 
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not any man much wonder at thi 
private confeſſion of the Bittop, / 
for it is very well conliftent with! 
what others have taught in publike,| 
M'.Gregory in his Ops/cula page 145. 
hath theſe words ; We make Religin 
but a politike engine ; which being] 
ſuppoſed, the Biſhop would not 
have had much labour to prove hs: 
Theſis. | 
It's pretty to obſerve what ſtrange} 
deviſes Biſhop Bancroft and othen| 
uſed to raiſe ſchiſmes amongſt Cx 
tholikes, as was confeſsed in Parliz| 
ment ; as S. Augu#tine ſaith of 7 
lian, By this means he thought to & 
ſtroy the Chriftian name, when ontd | 
his ewvy to the Churches unity, whent' | 
he had fallen, he permitted ſacrilegs. ; 
oxs diſcentions,to be free from cenſun « 
You ſee whence they derived thet 
HMachiaveliſme; but all invain, we 
all ſtick ro the rock, when their far |, 
dy foundation failcs, And _— q 
c 


( 
\ 
f 
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| leſſeit had fail'd as ſoon as concei- 
?) ved, if the people had nor calily 
M\ been carried away with any, though 
Ke, ( *meer appearances of Reformation, 
i and the hope of gain, by the ſup- 
"| preſſion of religious houſes, accord- 
| ing to that, Sparta. din ftetit , nou 
h quod Rex bene imperabat, ſed quia po= 

*' pulns bene parebat. You are well 
read in the hiſtory of Perkin Ware 
| beck, hehad ſolong hed in perſo- 
nating a King, that the Lord Chan- 
cellour Bacos faith, he did at laſt 

verily think himſelf to be the King. 

[* And really I do believe you had 4 
'*, long told this untruth of Caths- 

| liques, that many of you began to 
Fr believe, that we were ſuperſtitious 
"9" indeed; your- ſerious manner of 
we ſpeaking would almoſt make us 

think ſo, were not the thing 
, W fo ridiculous - that we ſhould 
T2 be [nperſtitious, who onely have 

(ch deſtroyed /uperfition, to the alto= 

| E 2 niſhment 


us 


41 
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niſhment of the world. | 

Who could bulieve that D.U/p 
ſhould not bluth to preach ſo 1mpu.| 
dent an untruth, as that ("arho/igny;« 
hold Forvication to be lawfull; 
eainſt Scriptures, Fathers, and Coun 
cells, and the very Catechiſme 
wherewith we teach our child. «| 
yet this he ſaid on Sunday the 25, 
Zan. 1651. at Lincolns- lnne. T woult 
not mention ſo high a crime to hj 
diſhonour, if it had not been conf 
mitted in that '/publique Theater} 
and ſo firſt publiſhed by himſeltt 
And by this we ſee what ground ti 
other Biſhop had for his ingenuo! 
Confeſſion, | 


To yorr third. 


Still it runs right, Here is pau! 
zalioxis, which God inflits ups. 
you. R-fle@ upon this well, andit 
how juſily God hath recorted upd 
you, what your Pulpits _ _ 

aſt! 
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ſtantly againſt us for ſo many years, 
and through our ſides againſt your 
and our parents, and againſt the 
whole Catholique world, in reſpect 
of which, ye deſerve not the imagt- 
nary title of a Shadow. 


But you 00 On, 


4. And wedeſire it may be conſide- 
red, incaſe a ( ovenant of like forms 
ſhould be tenlered to the Citizens of 
London, wherein they ſhould be re- 
quired to ſwear they would ſincerely , 
really, and conſtantly , without reſpeft 
of perſons, endeavonr the extirpation 
of Treaſon, (the City Government by 
a Lord (Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffes, 
Common ( ouncell, and other Officers 
depending thereon) murther, adnltery, 
theft, Coſenage , and whatſoever ſhall 
be, &c. left they ſhould partake in 6- 
ther mens ſins ; whether ſuch a tendry 
conld be looked upon by any ('itizen 
that had the leaſt ſpirit of freedome in 

E3 him, 
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him. as an aft of juſtice, meekneſs ani 
reaſon. | | 

How {t.I| it runs alike, and juſth| 
to be retorted upon you from Cs. 
tholigues, and with ſome notoriow|* 
advaritage: for this plea of yours | 
but a pretty fancy, and ends in 
words, but you have gone further 
with us, we have been publique | 
and 1gnominiouſly hanged with 
murtherers , thieves, and reputed | 

Traytors; and theſe have been look- 
ed upon by you, as atts of juſtice, 
meekneſs and reaſon; as appears 1n my 

L. of Canterbary his Epiltle to the 
late King. But we will hear you fur- 
ther. ; 

Secondly, for Epiſcopall Govern 
ment; we are not ſatisfied how we can | 
with a geod con{cience ſwear to endea- 
vorr the extirpation thereof ; firſt wm | 
ye/pett of the thing it ſelf; concerning 
which Government we think we havt \ 
reaſon to believe; 


I. That 


—- 


1. That it is ( if not Jure Dvino 
in the ftrifte'? ſenſe, that ts to ſay, ex- 
preſſely commanaed by God in bis 

« ord, yet of eApoſtolicall Inſtituti- 
on; that is to ſay, was eftabliſhed in 

| the Churches by the Apoſtles, accord- 

h ing to the mind, and after the example | 

ws sf their Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and that | 

by wertne of their ordinary power, and {| 
authority derived from him, as de- | 
my puted by um Goveornours of his 

* Charch. | 
' 2, Or at lea, that Epiſcopall eA- 


w, riſtocracy hath a fairer pretention, and | 
| my lay 4 jafter title and claim t0 4 | 

divine juſtification, then any of the o- | 
I ther forms of (hurch Government can | 


| do; all which yet do pretend thereun- 
i to (viz.) that of the Papall Monar- | 
chy, that of the Presbyterian Demo- | 
| eracy, and that of the Independents by 
's cul hered 
particular (, ongregations, or gathere 
Ve | 
Chur ches, 
_ How feebly do theſe { however | 
} E 4 learned) | 


_ 
learned) men argue in this radical| 
porrt, which cuts the very {inews 
and heart-ftrings of their 1dol: their | 
motions are unequ4ll, Jike a hen, , 
when her head 1s {trick oft, they 
{Kip and lap tnordinately with If'; 
and Ani's. B. V/ter at the tle of 
Wight gavealhoit come off, ſaying, 
that the Government by Biſhops Was 
not ſo neceſſary, as to hreak the peace 
for it ; yet he icruples not to break | 
the peace of the uniycrſall Church, 
for things which they all confeſs leſs 
neceſſary, In fine, all of yoa are very 
ſhore in this fundamentall point ; [ 
love Lypſins his Laconiſme, rather 
then Cicero'es Dilatations; but this | 
muſt be conſidered pro materia [ub- | 
ſtrata: this matter needed 3)l poſlt- 
ble topicksto firengthen it, if you 
had them ; but I fee your pantry is 
flenderly provided, foralmuch as 
concerns your title to Epiſcopacy, 
which is your aim to defend, I will | 
afterward * 


— 


— 


[81] | 
afterward fthew the weakneſſe of 
your Citle, 

Had vou conſulred the Archives 
of the Univerſity, and retrived the 
buſinctſe now in hand to Wickliffs 
time and Tenets, you: would have 
found another kind of ſolution re- 
giltred of the Convocation houſe, and 
I believe much more ſivouring of 
well-grounded Divinity, as applied 
to Epiſcopacy in it felfe, not to 
yours, For the compariſon you 
make of Epi/ſcopall eAriſtacracy, and 
Papall Monarchy, are termes, which 
your young Sophiſters call Oucate- 


gorimaticall, they ſignific nothing as 


co this parpole ; For the queſtion ts 
not which 15 beſt, but whether the 
firſt can be without the laſt; you mult 
firſt ſecure us de re, then de 220do., 

. Forexample. there is a controvyer- 
fie betwixt 4riſtorte and Galen, whe- 
ther the ſeat of the ſoul is in the 


head or heart: it were little to their 


Ey$ purpoſe 
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purpoſe to aſſert one of theſe to be 
betcer then the other, as ſeparate 
from the other in its own nature; 


but the way to determine it, is from | 


the operations of the ſoule, to lee 
firft if it will give life co one with: 
out the other; and therefore Aver- 
roes faith, that he ſaw a ram walk 4 
little v» hen the head was ſtruck off: 
Truly this proof will hoid 1n you; 
you have made a great bluſter fot a 
time,ſince the Popes head was taken 
off by Harry the VIII bur ycſe 
now you could continue no more 
then Lover ro's ram, becauſe your 


life was from the Pope; and upon |_ 


this ſuppoſition, the ſecond queliton 
ceaſcth. 


: Te go Ons 


2. But we are aſſured by the uy- 


Aoubted teſt:mony of antient Records, | 


and later Hiſtories, that this forme of 
Government haih been continued with 


(nch 


be | 


ate 
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ſuch an tniverſall, uninterrupted, un- 

queſtioned ſucceſſion in all the Char- 
ches of God, and mm all the Kingdomes 
that have beene called (hriſtian 
throughont the whole world, for fifteen 
hundred years together, that there ue- 
ver W445 in all that time any conſidera- 
ble oppoſition made thereagam8#. That 
of Actius was the gre ates, wherein yet 
there was little conſideration beſide 
theſe IWw9 things ; that it grew at the 
fir5t but ont of diſcontent, and gained 
him at the laſt but the refutation of 
an Heretiqn?, From which antiquity 
and continuance, we have juſt cauſe to 


. fear that to endeavour the extirpation 


thereof, CC. 

Excuſe me that I tell you here a- 
#4iN you ſpeak high words without 
tenſe,as chey are applied co your pre- 
tence of Epiſcopzcy. It is a great 
truth, that Gods Church was uni- 
verfally govern'd ty Biſhops ; bur 
thisis not the queſtion, but whether 
£ your 


84 } 
your Schiſmaticall Biſhops ſucceed- 
ed lawfully from that old Epilcopa- 


c\'; thar is, whether the Church of | 


God acknowlcdgedEpiſcopacy law- 
fu!l, wh'ch creed Altar againſt Al- 
tar, which ſtood in divition from all 
Biihops throughout the reſt of the 
wor'd, ard could not give letters 
Communticatories to Rowe, or to the 
other Patriarchs. 


Your Pre-potition I deny not, bes | 


ing initficit ere; as inthe Councell 
of Conftantinople, where under Ar- 
Cal'us, Origen's books w- re queſtt- 
Ones thy a hers rejected not fuch 
bo0ks as wir fourd Orthodox, 
notwithiia:diig his others were 
full ofeir- 1s; and :oth S. Hiercme 
Ep.75.and S. eng. Ep. 9. followed 
the fame me chod 1 them, aid after 
the S:. Apa QUE, But 4s \Ct qut- 
vocz!ly at. the term Epr/ſcopary . as 
ſignify 1: 4 YOU nothing, 'v+ | mult de- 
Ny it, au CUNDUMETALE 1L WILR your 
CITOUTS, 


Again 
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Again, you {trike upon Tradition 

for your Epiſcopacv , whercin you 
' commit a great ſolceciſm in Divini- 
e ty. If it had been for Epiſcopacy in 
ic ſelf, without reltrition to your 
idol, you had come home indeed ; 
but as it was preſented in your pide- 
coloured tinfture, it was never a- 


mongſt the Ancient , except (oly- 
thas and his complices might be ad- 
mirted into the head of your liſt, 
from whom you havean 7/chyrian 
gencration of Prieſts; which S. A- 
thanaſfins, and (as he aſſures us} the 
e:nerail Councell, and (I am fre) 
the whole Chuich ever fince con- 
| demn«d tor ſpurious, 
' But in good earneſt, it 1s ſtrange 
, to ſee with what modeſty you e- 
ſtcem a meer pretrncel for as Much as 
concerns your Epiſcopacy of fifteen 
hundred years puſlcſſion, to be an 
invincible pla in this point , ard a 
, teall and clear preſcription for ſo 
| many 


# 
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" ther dodrines, which you relin- 


: youtollow, els a true Syllogitm in| 
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many apes ſhall not hold for all 6- 
thers, as moſt undoubtedly there 
was not any confederable oppoſitiont, 
eainſt Maſſc, till Caulvins time; (Lw-(* 
ther was not {o impudent as to tak: 
It away, ) and how he fared in th: 
ſenſe of the whole Church, weal 
know ; and ſo for many more high 
Articles (of which I ſpeak after. 
ward) wherein you are fallen: All 
men, careful of their ſouls, will fad 
ly conſider this. 

It was truly and uſually ſaid of 
an eminent Biſhup of your Order, 
that he was Puritanus tantim noni 
Epiſcopata. The fame is as t1vly fad 
cf thele pre tenders to Epticopacy; 
that they condemn Antiquity in Al 
things excert Epiſcopacy : IF novelty; 
be not law: uil in this, why 1n all 6 


quiſht againſt Anriquity? It's not 
Antiquity, but fancy and ambition 


the! 


S 
| 


þ 
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|q-| the ſame form will always con- 
\ete clude. 
x3 Youput mein mind of the Aﬀe, 
Ly.\« who wrelting Orphers his harp our 
rake! of Apollo's hand, played fo ill-fa- 
the] vouredly, that the very dogs barked 
eall|- at him. I will not be thought to ap- 
high] Ply this to you, yet mult needs ſay 
Frer.| that you begin ro wrelt our divine 
All, Arguments out of our hands, and 
(ad-| ye handle them ſo unhandſomly and 
jarringly from all our and your 
1 of | principles, that all forts of men will 
;der,| ſee, whence,and how injurivuſly you 
on | take them, 
(ud Tou go 61. 
Yay; T+-=-Would grve ſuch advantage 
n al, to the Papiſts whonſually 0bjelt a 
vel) gainſt us and our Religion, the con- 
all g-| 1erpt of antiquity, and the lowe of 
-elin-| novelty, that we ſhauld not be able to 
- nat} Pipe off the aſper ſion. 
ir100 Would ſo aAtminth the juſt Au= 
im in| 'hority due to the conſentient judg- 

the! ment 


oy , 
| 
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ment aud practiſe of the univerſall | 
Church , the beſt Interpreter of are 
nk Scriptures in things ' wit 
i ſerve what ne= #7 clearly expreſt «».ft! 
© ceſlity there is ( for, Lex currit cun \ be 
F- p all ſorts of praxi ) that without v7 
| OO 0 it we ſhoull be at a *le 
' Tradition loſs in ſnrdry points, full 
l 7 both of faith and dea 
manners, at this doy firmly beliets * 
; ed. and ſccnrely praftiſed by us: 
; when by the Soctnians, Anabaptifts, | ] 
| ard or her Sectarics, we (hould be | aſpe 
called upon for our proofs. As names |is 
ly, [endry Orthedoxall cxplicatis [tra 
045 concernias the Trinity anxa Co paſſ 
equality of «A perſons iz the Ged- fotr 
head againſt the Arians azd other on 
Heretiques , the ntmber, wſc . and Wit] 


efficacy of Sacraments ; the Bayti- |Plie: 
&ing of 1 nfants Natienal { burches, ved 
the eb/ervation of the Lords day: leng 
ard even the Canon of Scripture it hath 
 felfe.. | : Icol 


2, | 


# | 
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3. In veſpett of onr ſelves, we 
are not ſatisfied, how it ean ſtand 
with the Principles of Fuſtice , In- 

, genuity,and Hamanity , to require 
the extirpation of Epiſcopall Goes 
verument, (nulcſſe it had been firſt 
clearly demonſtrated to be unlaw- 
full) to be ſincerely cn4 really en- 
leavonred by ns. | 


To the firſb, 


Indeed you cannot wipe off the 
aſperſion,no more then a Blackmore 
his colour. You have given us 4 
[range advantage; and in this one 
' paſſage pur an aftront upon all your 
tormer abectors. An eminent per- 
fon of your order, ( being urged 
with the antiquity of our tenets) re- 
plied, char if chings were to be fal- 
ved by ant1q a1ty,then fy wouldchal- 
lenge great pre-eminency, Thus far \ 
| hath this plea been derided by you. - 
; Icould fill and foul many ſheets, in 
| giving 


; 
: 
: 1 
T1 
{4 
; 
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giving 2a ſyllable of your Authors © 
for this. Yet all antient Fathers and V* 
Conxcells eſteemed this an infallible | D* 
Plea; and cherefore the Niceze Fa-oy cel 
thers, as appears in Athan.his Epiltle | wh 
of the Nicene Decrees, cty cd, Ecce ſc 
wos demonftramus iftiuſmandi ſententis Ve 
an, a patribgs ad patres, quaſi per ma- ag; 
11s iraditameſſe. They elt-emed it tid 
enough to thew a conſtant deſcent liq 
of their faith, and this is our chal- ſel 


lenge againſt you, c 
th 
To the ſecona. fe 


I fee you forget that your 6. 20, of 
21» eMrticles exclude all orall Tra 19 
aitions, it hath been the maine pre- ,, 
tended cauſe of ſcandall, and (as ye ' big 
have judg'd it) moſt fundamentall, ref 
that Catholiques plead a neceffity 
of Apoltolicall Iradirions with the | 
divine Scriptures. Have not all the | 
books of your Writers to this day | 


been filled in proofe of the ſuffic, St 
ency 


[91] 
ency of Scriptzres? and yet now &- 
ven in the higheſt points of Chriſtian 
| Docrine, you acknowledge a ne- 
| ceffity ro have recourſe to Tradition: 
| What man could have read this your 
cond reaſon, and nor have concet- 
ved that this Przlatike il1p had been 
. | again inſerted into the oid mcorrup- 
, tible Trunk or Budy of the Catho- 
ligne C ber ch | ? but the truth 1s, that 
 felf-incereſt comp.lls you to ſpeak 
truth againſt your old Doctrines : 
' this blow hath ſtruck you under the 
fifth rib; and like the poor Pilgrime 
of Hierzcho, layed you wholly on 
. Jour backs, as objects of pity. 
-.- Lon ſpecific here many of the ' 
. . higheſt myſteries, ard to omit the 
Wot you acknowledge, that the ; 
Orthodox explication of the B.T r5- 
, my cannot be had from the Scrip- 
- | tuiealone without the Charch. Have 
| | not we then reaſon to confeſſe the 
- Scripture alone not ſufficient? If you j 
; 


Ul 
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did ſtand to this truth, there had not jp; 
been ſuch ſubdiviſions of ſ-M&s, who 1, 
deny che B. Trinity, amongſt you, I | ;,, 
| | havenor indeed heard of many who, 
| | embrace Arrizs his Tencr, that is, | gg 
that the Son 1s God, but not co-e- Mr 
ternall with che Farher, nor equall | y, 
to him, as Athanaſius (hews that he | |. 
held ; but rhere are under the lat | 9, 
tude of the Prelatique party , who | |; 
with Par/us Samoſatenus, Corpo-  ,@ 
cras, &c. Call in queltion his Deity, , pq, 
and reſtraine him co his humanity; | 
ard hence ſome eminent perſons, 
taking fcandall, lefr you, and are ; ,q 
joyn'd co the Carholike Church. th; 

Nay, you are not aſhamed to run, 6, 
though vainly, to Traditions, for the gy, 
chiefelt grounds of your owa Prela- | j,, 
tive Sect, hercin confeſling. that, | ha 
Scripture cannot reach chem: But to. gy 
leave this to your ſelves , ler me 1n- 
ſtance more of our DoArines which 
youu molt calumniate. What more, 

univerſall ' 


_ 


[93] | 
miverfal Tradition was extant then 
| Maſſe? that is the Propitiatory Sa- 
| cnfice of the Body aud Bloud of 


p 
A 


'«» Chrilt, offered daily and perpecually 
| forthe living and the dead. Read 
' | Mr. Perkins his Problemes, he tells 
| you, thas it was #niv#r/ally believed, 
i that (ft pave bis true Body and 
\ Bind ot his laſt Swpper. Ask all the 
. Liturgies fince Chritt. In like man- 
+ fer read them for Fntocation of 

{ Saints, 21d Prayers for the Dead. 
Nay .hat you may be aſſured, ask 
'a Heathen Hiftorian e Ammwinnus 
} Marcellinus, he will ſecureyou, 
* that Chriſtian Religion teacheth 
| Cultum Santtorum,avd to make ad- 
drefſes to them, as he writes to Ya- 
 tentinian, If you bad yet rather 
' kavea Schilmatique of your owne 
lamp, ask Zxcila a Parroneſs of 
the Donatilts in lib. 1. of Optatus 

Millevitan. 

 * As for prayers for the dead iÞ 4 
cr 
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der to remiſſion of debts after this 


life, before that great day of gene» | 


rall goal-delivery, or laſt hery pur- 
Sation, it Was ( as 1conceive \) pra- 
Riſed always according to the ſenſe 
of the Church univerſail oy the Eaſt 
and Welt,and judged very profit able 
by them all. To omit parcicular 
Greek and Latine Fathers,it ſcemeth 


in the Councell of Florence to be | 


the ſenſe of the Greek and Latine 


Church, as appears in the narration 


of the whole diſpute, printed at Lei- 
den in Holazd ; and the definition 
of the Councell it ſclf ſeems to 
come exceeding home, where,in de- 


fining what ſouls come to heaven 
before the day of Indgment (for that 


is the queltion there decided ) the 
Fathers ſpake thus: JTlorum etiam 
anmas , qui poſt baptiſmum ſuſcep- 
tum, 1ull am omnino peccats maculan 
Sncurrerunt, illas etiam que prſt cox- 
tratlam peccats maculam vel in [uit 

Corperibus, 


_—_— 
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urperibus, vel eiſdem exnti corporn> 
bus ( prout diflum eſt ſuperins ) ſunt 
purgate, 1 Calum mox recips, Oc 
«Here they ſuppoſe ſome ſouls to be 
purged before the 13ſt day, els the 
diſcourſe 1s not conſequent, nor to 
the purpoſe: Which alſo is cleare in 
Pope Benedict XI. his Extravagant, 
which begins Benearttus Dems , & ce 
| where, d- fixing the ſame truth agita « 
ted under Fohn 22, his words are, Ss 
t»ns erit aliquod purgabile in eiſdem, 
amen poſt mortem [nam pargabunt, 
XC. etiam ante re(umptionem [uorum 
corpor um &- judicinm generale,&c, e- 
ront 11 clo, &c. He defines that 
ſome will be purged before the re- 
taking of their bodies, and che gene= 
; all judgment, and will go to hea- - 
ven, 
This definition epens fully the 
ſenſe of the definition of Florence, 
| Which is made in conformity to this, 
, and gimoft in the very ſame a” : 
0 
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xo that 1 donor cafily ſee what can dr 
be delired more. The ſenſe of the | P! 
o1d Church S. Amgyſtive deciares in| thi 
his Enchyvridion to Loearence, Where] M 
ſpeaking 01 ſuch ſouls,be ſaith,q#an- ' qÞ 
to magis miriſve bona preuntia di- th 
lexerant, tanto tardins, citin(g, ſal- th 
vari. This clears all: Its true, he! 0 
leaves the fire of Purgatory ſome»  t0 
what diſputable, ( which is not yet | th 
d:ſinec) but he clears the meaning | te! 
of Chrittians in rheir durance there; | of 
and indeed tells us, what the 01d Fa- | 9 
thers, and Liturgies, and Councells, 4s 
ſfgnificd in their degrees and prafti- eo! 
ſes of helping the dead by ſuftrages, | '# 
which was,that anſwerably to their | mi 
demerirs, they might, tar dins crninſ- | ve 
ve [alvars. 
There were many Foundations Ul 
in this Nation made piouſly by your. 
and our Predeceficus for the dead, fo 
which you perverted ro prophane | 
uſes, a$ Maintaining Wives and - _ W] 
ren 
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1 dren with maniielt negleR,and even 
e .profell.d contempt of pray icg for 
n | the dead, 25 holding it uoproficable 
y and uſelefle, contiary to all anti- 
- | qnity ; wherein you committed 
;. theft and 1facriiedge according tO 
* the Canons Ci oncitu V, aſenſis; o A mi- 
g | 0 quipptam rapere fartum eſt, & 
=  tccleſiams frandare ſacrilegium ; and 
t | the Ganon ſpea s of this very mat-" 
: ter largely. And the fourth Conncel 
. | of Carthage e. 95. ſaith, Ou oblati- 
- | ones defwnttorum ant negant eccleſits, 
, aut cum difficultate redaunt tanquan 
- | egentinm NECAFO! ES , EXCOMMUNIcen- 
;, | tur; They are excommunic:ted as 
c | murtherers. Other Synods are as ſe- 
« | vere, Which I omit , theſe {ignifying 

| ſufficiently the ſenſe of the old 
s Church. - | 
r _ See your friends of Aſaguebnurg, 
, fortheſe and for the reſt of the Do- 
ec Rirines, wherein you diff:r from us, 
- Whether antiquity did not ackdow- 
) F ledge 


£.,.* | 
ledge them. Ask B. Uſher and the 
telſt, who have any ingenuity a- 
monglt you, whether the Popes Su. 
premacy was not acknowledg'd? 
Read the hiſtory of the famous Dia 
#;/9s Biſhop of Corinth, in Enſebins 


and S. Hierome , who lived under | 


Antoninngs Vers; you know how | 
neere this was to the Apoſtles, you. | 
will conclude of how great autho- | 


rity the Popes of Rowe were in thoſe 
firlt daies, when their commands 


(fignificd in their Epiſtles) were (e- | 


ven amonglt the Greeks) pudlithed 
in the Churches in time of Divine 


Service by the Biſhops; and S. Epi | 


phanins (in Pavar.hereſs. 30. againſt 


the Eb5ons) witneſicth, that S. Cle 
ment his Encycles were ſolemnly | 


read in Churches, which was an 


a& of high reverence, far from your 


fcorn of that Supreme Seat. See for 
this and all other points, even all 


true Generall Councells to this day, 


they 


F.--.- _ 
-they will let you ſee clearly. Ask 2} 
Perkins, and your molt eminent . if 


| 


F 


* 


| 


1 


| 


Writers, whether almolt all the Te- 
nents, for which you ſeparate from 
us, were not held above 1320. 
years. 

If Traditions prove Epiſcopacy, 
they will as well prove the reſt,Tru- 


ly this ſole Paragraph deſtroyes all 


your Przlatique Proteſtancy, and 
renders you to your firlt condition 
of :nvs6 bility, where ye lay for 1500, 
years hidden, not in Abrahams bo- 


_ | ſome: Butif you can faine any exi- 


Rence, itmuſt be in ſome occult re- 


. . Ceptacles, or crany holes of your 
own fancies. Plato's Ideas, though 
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fanatique enough, never reacht you, 
but Leather being in drink, and his 
fancy weakned, fult began to dream 
of you, though confuſedly, I know : 
many of you are well acquainted : 
with Gyges his Ring, which renders | 
you inviſible at pleaſure, but you | 
F 2 have 
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have not the perfect uſe of it,els you 


could as well make your ſelves viſt- 
ble to all the world. Your old friend 
B White and B.Uſter laboured much 
to get this art , but unſucceflefully , 
I muſt needs touch this main point 
a lictle farther. | 


I more commend Monſieur D'al- 


ly, (hillingworth, and all his (chovuls 


ingenuity, who though they ener- | 


vate the grounds of Chriftianity, yet 
they far more conſequently deny 
the Fathers to have that authority, 
which Catholiques and the General 
Councells univerfally give them , 'in 
clearing points of faith (as in the 


firſt four, where they were alledged, | 
examined, and accordingly Faith ' 


declared by their authorities, ard ſo 
in every Councell hitherto in point 


/ 


| 


of Chriſtian Doctrine ) then you, ' 


who play faſt and looſe. Kere you 
pretend neceſſity and high authori- 


ty for Tradition, which muſt _ 
c 


. 
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be conveighed by them to us, and in 
all your works (as I have noted, and 


as all know) you have cryed out a- 


gainſt it, as not being neceſſary.Thus 
you fight and contradiQ each other, 
and your ſelves in theſe fundamen- 
talls, 

I remember P/ato in his Times 
tells of an e Egyptian Prieft, who 
thus ſpoke to Solon; O Solos! Solon! 
vos quidem Greci pueri ſemper eStis, 


| ſenex autem Grecorum nemo , nulla 


\ 


eſt enim apud vos diſciplina que ſenio 
sncanuerit, Wil not this come 
home toyou? if your years are to 
be numbred with the continuance of 
your doAtrines, ſurely you will never 
be very aged, 

Since you have toucht this point 
of the Fathers, let me put in one 
obſervation, whereby any ignorant 
perſon may judge, whether the Fa- 
thers (of how great or little autho- 
rity ſoever they are with you) werz 

F 3 Prate- 
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Proteſtants or (atholiques, without 


diſcuſſing their many volumes, | 


which only learned men can maſter; 
that is, look upon their perſons, ſee 
what they were in themſelves, per- 
uſe their lives, without their books; 
; was not S, Augrſtine 
. g. Conf. c. Cconfeſledly a Prieſt ? 
_ 2,13, fc. A did he 
ita cjus & notſay Maſſe? that 
+." £c- is, offer up the body 
cleſ. Cath. and bloud of Chrilt 
Ep. 99.92.45. in ſacrifice for the li- 
& aliis. ving and the dead ? 
was he not Biſhop of 

Hippo ? did he not inſtitute 4 religi- 
ous order of Monks? did he not in 
fat acknowledge the Pope to be 
Head of the Chureh, and his Superi- 
our?&c. Whether could he with 
theſe be a Proteſtant > Nay , whe- 
ther were not many npon far lefle 
grounds often convited at New- 
gate for Popiſh Prieſts, and in your 
| re!gn 
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reign hang'd and quartered. Take th 


| fame courſe with 
S. Hierome, was he 
not a Monk, a 
Prieſt, unmarried , 
| faid Mafſe, a ſubjea 
of S. Damaſns Pope? 
&c. Take S. eAm- 
' broſe, was he not a 
Biſhop, and in the 
ſame ſenſe a Prieſt, 
that 1s in your lan- 
ouage 2a Sacrificant 
of the body and 
bloud of Chriſt, un- 
married, ſubje& to 
Rome? &c. Take 
S.Gregory,he was not 
only a Prieſt unmar- 
ried, but a Pope, and 
began a Relizious 
Ocder. 


Vita cjus Ep. 
25,44 Ang.&P 
alibi. 


Vita Ambreſit 
ante us opers. 
16. 5: collefa 
ex operibus e= 
Jus, 

Sec his Dia- 
logue and Re- 
gitler. y 
Sec bis life. 


See $. Gregory 
Nazianzen 7 
his Oration of 
$, Baile. 


If you go to the Greek Fathers, 
S.Bafile was a Monk, inſtituted a re- 


F 4 
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{:2tous Order, a Priett, a Biſhop un- 
martied, made a torm of Maſſe, u- 
ted this day by the Greek Church, 
&c. 2rd all theſe and the reſt lived 
and dicd tn the commnnion of the 
Church of Rowe : Ak your ſelves, 


. Whether thele could be other then 


Papilts. Take rwelve men from the 
Selltons in the 014 B asly, put them 
upon the ſame teſt that you did our 
Pricits, tell me what the YVerdift 
will be. This conſideration alone is 
ſufficient to compell any reaſonable 
man to-become Carholiqne; and to 
ſee that your Przlatique Proteſtan- 
Cy is a Bull in Chriſtianity , invol- 
ving manifeſt implicancy, 

Iſhonld adviſe you therefore to 
leave the Fathers, renounce them ; 
nay, you'l do well to make an aft of 
your Convocation for this;and as you 
have new Docrines, get new Pa- 
trons, your own fancies will be belt, 
coloured with the name of reafon, 
though 


| 


] 
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though abufively, as your more ele- 


vated wits of late have done with 
your allowance, as appeares in the 
publique approbations of Chilling- 


worth. 


S.Gregory Niſſen writing the life 
of Gregory t"e Wonder-worker , 
comes hom2 to this, ſaying that 
there were MNonnulli qui pram & 
ſinceram religions doftrinam adulte- 
rarent, as per probabiles argumentati- 
ones ſe pernmero etiam dottis & pru* 
dentibns viris veritatem facerent am= 


' bignam, There were ſome who 
would adulcerate the ſincerity and 


piety of Chriſtian DoRrine. by ap- 
parent probability of reaſon , inſg- 
much that even learned and prudent 
men would be caught by them, I 
would that tootoo many were not 
taken with this guilded engine to 
the prejadice of Chriſtianity, 
Examine whether this warrants 
not all Catho/iques from conſenting 
F5 t0 


FERST  -- 
to your new Articles, and all your 
Proſclites to leave you, for them ? 
was it ever clearly demonſtrated to 
be unlawfull co continue in the Rvu- 
man Faith? nay hath not the contra- 
ry been demonſtrated by arguments, 
and confirmed by ſuff:ring death 
for it, by learned men, You would 
ſeem here to have a ſcnſe of the 
principles of juſtice, ingenuity and bu- 
manity , though they are not pro- 
portionable Pleas for perſwaſion of 
Chriſtianity ; neither did. the Apo- 
ſtles by civilities court men to be- 
come Chriſtians ; yet- ſome reſpeR 
might in the beginning of your re- 
voir, and now alſo be uſed to (a- 
tholigues upon theſe titles, fince 
Ergiand received thor f ſt know- 


ledge «&f Chriſt from the Pope, and 


all Church endowments from chem, 
they ſ1:cCuld not in jrſtice, irgenuty, 
and humanity,be perlecuted tor thee 
good deeds, as they have beene by 


Yor, 


[1c6] | 
you, though ſome of you I know || ly 
were of milder ſpirits, and diſliked 
ſuch cruelcies. ; h 

After in the numbers enſuing you | © 
bring more motives, but they are | 
domeſtique,within your own walls, Wl 
as ſome of the former were ; but as 
far as they have any force , more | 
ſtrongly convince a neceflity for the Þ 
continuance or re-aſſuming of Ca 
tholique Religion ; : though many of 
them are rather drawn from the 8 
kitchin then theChurch;there is little | 
Chriſtian Philoſophy here, bur much [Nl 
of Prztatique policy , as from Dea- |j 
naries, far perfonages,8c. which are jo 
alſo glanced 3t in the former Acs- || 
ticle. I omit alſo the joyned Para- |} 
graphs , being very extrinſecall to q 
our purpoſe, and indeed to the buſi- |! 
neſlc, only ye ſeem to ſtrike at the |(ſf 
preſent Par 1ament, wherein we || 
Icave you,defiring you may be com- lf 
prebended in the AR of perperuall 
Oblivion, You{|f 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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You are indeed in the purſuit con- 


tented, that Princes have. Papall 


rights, upon condition, that you 


$ may have Epiſcopall honors and be- 
F nefices; you ſpeakit very plainly, 
{ and joyn them as cloſely, you plead 
$ hard alfo for Biſhops out of another 
{| ropick, namely, becauſe (as you ſay) 


King 7Zames had learned by expert- 


ENCE, that #9 Br/hop, no King, Our 


former hiitorics [ believe could give 
lone lirength to ſuch a pretence,bur 
ta's King of argumentation ever 


face your time was antiquated in 


England, foryou were ever in true 
Logtck , 1a the jadgment of all the 
Church-Przlates{(beſide your ſelves) 
no other then equivoca!ly Biſhops, 


- That 15 ide nomen, and ratio diverſa. 


So that it was alwaies (lince you 


" vere Concern'd init, and now much 


more)acknowledgedby all other di- 
vines to be ſubjetiitm non ſupponens y 
that is a ſubject which ſignifies no- 


thing? 


—_— 
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thing: Idiſcuſſe not here at large, 
whether it was for lack of true form, 


or matter, or Minifery , which are 
all required in true Ordination; yet 
you know it's hard enough to prove 
that you had either : .your form, el- 
pecially of Prieſthood, as uſed in 
the ſenſe of your Authors, .in the 
more gencrall opinion, is not vakd 
any more then the Arr7ans Baptiſm; 
of Epiſcopacy zito it's dubious, how- 
ever if Prieithood fails, Bii:ops fall, 
matter ye rejeR,as not neceſlary,and 
therefore you keep impolition of 
hands, as a ceremony only, as many 
among you teach;ſo that it cannot 


| be cleared, that you had any, much 


leſſe all neceſlaries. 

Wherefore it muſt be preſumed , 
that here was ſome eſlentiall defeR, 
& conſequently no Ordination,if no 
Ordination, no Sacraments, by your 
ordinary Miniſtery. And from hence 
how many have we known, who 

(wichout 


ERS © 
( without your note of Apoſtaſie ) 
have lefc your pretended Prieſt- 
hood and became Lay-perſons; as 
Souldiers, Phyfitians , and the like, 
according to that of Terral. de Pra- 
ſcrip. Alins hodie Epiſcopns, cras ali- 
us : hodie Diaconus qui cras Lettor, 
bodie Presbyter qui cras Laicnus, 
Some of you have indeed ſtrugled 
hard for your ſucceſſion from us, as 
the Dogats/ts did,ind therefore they 
ſuppo a Biſhop at Rome, from 
whom they might ſeem {till ro de- 
ſcend, wherein they did more wile- 
ly then you , who juige him Anti- 
chriſt, who is your Head, according 
to your own Tenets; buc you could 
never clear this imaginary titleeven 
of your Miniſtery ; For firſt, thovgh 
your Record were true, as touching 
the matter of fat in the Ordination 
of Archbiſhop Parker , which will 


never be cleared, for it is gathered | 


Out of Stow, 1, Flix. Holinſped, and |, 
other | 


i CUES -- | 
.other Proteſtant- Hiſtorians , that 
Parker and the reſt of your firſt 
' pretended Biſhops were Biſhops in 
q your account before theſe Conſecra- 
| tors returned into Evgland (having 
run away in Q. Afartes reigne) ther- 
forenot ordained by them , and by 
conſequence the Record cannot be 
true; Yet if it were,there are many 
titles will render all inyalid, efpect- 
ally as touching the pretended Or- 
dainers Ordinations, 

Hodgkinſon was one of the 26. 
who wete inſtiruted in the time of 
Henry the 8", his Schiſm; if he were 
ordained, it was by the new form, 
which ( S:zders ſaith ) the Kin 
newly preicribed to of Wong. 
conſequently of no «feR: Barlow 
was elected of Aſaph, and nomina- 
ted MMenevenfis, but no man hath hi- 
therto prov'd, that he was art all or- 
| Gained ; Scory and (overdal were e- 

' lefted under Edw.6, but not _— 
ne 
| 
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Bal  - 
ed by a lawfull Biſhop,, as that dili- 
gent and neer neighbour to thoſe 


times ( S:nders ) lhewes, LandaF | 


indeed was a true Catholike,though 
puſii|animous Biſhop; but being 
threatened cxcommunication by 
Bonner , Bi.nop of Levon, if he 
ſhould ordain them, he feigned him- 
ſelf lick, and declined the matter. 
And it mutt be highly conſiderable, 
that Biſ;op Oglethorp, Biſhop of 
( arliſle, Kitchin, Bilhop of Lazaaff, 
and other B:jhopz never acknow- 
lIedg:2d them, as validly ordained : 
Yet if all were true, (fince ſome emt- 
nent D:ivincs hold, that to ordain is 
an aQ of juriſdiAion; and almoſt a1l” 
hold, that juriſdiction, at leaſt in the 
exerciſe, 1s lolt by depoſition or cx- 
communication) the title of your 
ſucceſſion cannot be certain. 
Secondly, You ſhould be well 
read in the opinion of Armachanns, 
Panormitanns, Delphinus, which 
Scotts 


1 
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| Scotwr is FED = co hold probable, 
and Durand will not have to be er- 
roneous, out of S. Hierome, Which if 
ſuppoſed, would cruſh you wholly. 
Jonly propound this to you, as be- 
' ing conſonant to your doctrine tn 
this Ac, in the Paragraph concern- 
ing Eviſeopal Government , and de- 
{tructive to your ſacceſſion, becauſe 
by this opinton all titles except di- 
vine, which your Ac challengeth 
not, are ſurely loſt, becauſe as Ter- 
' tal. in the place cited ſaith, Ordinats- 
ones eorum temerarie,leves, inconflan- 
tes: wanting divine foundation , 
they mult needs totter. 

Thirdly the confuſion” at the 
Nags head , witnefled by ſuch who 
. were preſent and afterward ſuffer'd 
ſevere impriſonment, for their con- 
ſcience,muſt needs make a conlider- 
able argument for your nullity, 
theſe aver'd that Landaff having 
withdrawn himſelf, Scory was fuffe- 
ed 
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Red Ordainer,who laying his hands m 


over their heads with the Biblegſaid; 7 
T ake power to preach the word of God | M 


fzncerely. So that ne doing it alone, 
and in chis-only form, nothing was 
done, which will convince a nnllicy 
in all your firſt pretended Biſhops, 
and conſequently in all thoſe who 
have been ordained by them, which 
renders the whole to be invalid, be- 
cauſe it cannot appeare that the ſe- 
quent Ordainers were not deicend- 
ed from theſe Parliamentary Bt- 
ſhops, as S2zders calls them, in that 
they fupplicated the Parliament to 
confirm them, andto ſupply what 
was wanting, according to holy 
Churches DoArine and praQtſe. 
Laſtly, Chriſtian Divinity ceach- 


_eth ns, that in the matter of Sacra 


wents, all are obliged to follow the 
more certain opinions, and to leaye 


the leſs prebable; whence it follows, | 


that all your Proſelites are bound, 


though 


(i 


ſe 


| IT 5] Cy 
ds though there were ſome probabilicy 
d; | for your Ocdination , to leave you, 
| and return to us, where it is unque- 
© | ſtionable, according to your confeſ- 
5 ſed Principles, | 
J Hence ic appears in what a dange- 
> | rous pracipice all ſouls are, who de- 
0 'pend on you for Sacraments, fince 
h / Your title at the belt is uncertaine ; 
" | and how ſecure are thoſe of our 
Communion,even according to your 
: principles, ſince all you pretend is 
from us: yet I know not whence, 
 ſomwhat you ſeemed alſo to have in 
|  pointof Juriſdiction, which belong'd 
' to true Epsſcopacy, and this you ex- 
erciſed with unexemplar ſeverity,by 
impoling Oaths ex Officio,& the like, 
not only preter but contra, Canoni- 
call burthens, extremely hard to all, 
who did not even ſuperſtitiouſly ad- 
here to you,and theſe your proceed» 
' Ings, were judg'd highly prejudiciall 
to the laſt King. 
| But 


— 
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But to return to your propoſiti.- 
on : 1twonld admit a greater truth | 


being modified according to your 


intention with that which Logicians * 


call a fimple conver(6on,thus, xo King, 
noBiſhop,&for this you need not ar- 
gue ab authoritate,al of us wil grant 
it in order to you, and out of this 


ſelf-intereſt Iſhould almoſt conceive 


you wiſh the one with the other,but 
not a King,without a Biſhop: Your 
whole difcourſe inclines to this. And 
for the former «Fphor;/ſm, indeed 


your reformed Epiſcopacy had no 


ſuch influence upon the people,asto 
conclude zo Biſhop, no King ; their 
uxortous complexion rendred them 
roo vulgar and contemptible : You 
pretend indeed much zeale for the 
late King, eſpecially leſt he ſhould 
be perjured in violating his oath of 
preſerving your Priviledges: But it 
is Conceived to be a fallacy of nn 
cauſa, pro cauſa, and gtounded not 
upon 


: up 


C61 


—__ 
ant. "WIE = —_ IRS —"Y 


&- 
fo 


Ay 


(7) 


upon amor amicitie , but concupiſ- 


centie, that is, you loved him for 
your own ſakes,you would not have 
him forſweare, leſt you loſe all. So 


[you are tender againſt ſacriledpe ; 


wheras none are ignorant that your 
Reformation was grounded upon 
it, the rainous walls of houſes dedi- 
cared to Gods ſervice witneſle it, 


/and che Biſhopricks of Oxford, Pe- 


terborongh, Br iFtol, Cheſter, and Glo- 
ceſter were whoily founded upon 
Church-rapine : But as in the for- 


. mer, ſo in this, you are ſulpefted to 


ſeek gue veſtra ſunt, non que Jeſu 
{ briſts, 
Finally ye add. 
We hope we ſhall be the lefſe blamed 


| for cur nunwillingneſſe to have any a- 


Anall cencarrence in the extirpMing 
of Epiſcopail Government , ſeeing "of 


ſuch exuurpation there 11'no other uſe i= 


maginabls, but etther the alienation of 


their 


_ 


— A” 7 TN OS 
nn ten ee 2 : 


5m e > x CERES, 
= — nes. ne IIOD, 
- —_— —— 


Cm pvp e_ 


- _ Im ng nn 


On oO ONIONS +. RET Pa4own9 wares I AAR Pie oct” 27> <P DIRE Ai. Tn nin TS. per roms * _ - 
- - n 


_ — ———_—_— ——— - —— 
= ——————_ _ 
—_ « 
by == - "> T>4 Ob you nn Oo er On — - - 
- —— - _ > Ces . CEILIEES _—_— —RL_—_——_—_— OT &\ 095. ook BO hf moe Be ns 


[118] 


their revenues and inheritances,(which 
how it can be ſevered from ſacrilcdge 
and injuſtice, we leave others to find 
out ) or to makg way for the tntrodu- 
cing of ſome other form of Church- 
Gevernment; which whatſoever it 
ſhall be, will ( as we think,) prove 64. 
ther deſtruflive of , and inconſiſtent 
with Monarchicall Government, or at 
leaft wiſe more prejudiciall to the peace- 


able, orderly , and effectuall exerciſe 


thereof,then a well regulated Epiſcopa 
cy can poſſibly be. 


Theſe were the laſt words of the. 


dying Przlacy,and PrzlatiqueProte- 
ſtancy. And truly the conjnnRion 
of them is ſo weak , as being drawn 
4 Poſteriori, and from very remote 
and extrinſecall topicks, that they 
declare your cauſe deſperate. Alas, 
why would you trouble your ſelves, 


us, and the world with a tedious ' 
contraſt about a pure fanatique F 
dol, which as in-this upſhot *ppeact | 


ha 
on 
f 
Kr 
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c< had never any reall foundation, but 
ge only civitas ſolis,a pretty invented 
7d \Futopiain the Sun, where none but 
#- Knights Errant appeared in batrell, 
b- ind like high-drawn Meteors vani- 
# ſhed in the midſt of the ayery com- 
5 bate, leaving ſome il|-ſayours behind 
them, which require ſuffumigations 


« of ſacred incenſe, or at leaſt aſperſt- 


id _ of boly Water. 

Theſe Jaſt words being pro- 
- [nounc'd, yon quitted the ſtage; the 
Chorus replying ſadly. | 
© _ How truly may weapply to you 
- .our blefled Saviours inculcation to 
l the Jewes; ©woties volnt, &c. you 
1 have mutthered kis Prophets and As 
. 
? 


poſtles lawfully ſent ro you for a» 
dove 80. years, you have had their 
examples of Chriſtian fortitude. in 
. kndergoing cruell deaths for the 
| antient Religion of Gods univerfail 
* Church, and of this Nation from the 
infancy of Chriſtianity here,and you 
[ob would 


jj 
Wilt 
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would not be adviicd by them. | 


Wherefore you are now diſſtpared, 
and none will receive you: The Ca- 
tholique Church declines you, all 
Proteſtant Congregations diſclaime 
you, which the B. of (+2. at the 
Councell table confeſs'd, when (up- 
on a falſe rumour of his flying be- 
youd Seas) he ſaid, If be were minded 
to leave England, he knew not whither 
fo go. 
All that now remaines of your 
Religion within the whole Domini- 
on of this Nation by authority, is, 


that among the eArticles upon the | 


ſurrender of Virginia to the Parlia- 
ments navall forces dated the 12.0f 


Aarch 1651. Theti. Article is this, 


That the uſe of the Common- Prayer 


Book be permitted there for one yeare 


enſuing, &e. | | 
' God in nature, in all ordinate mo- 
tions tocorruption , never ceafeth, 


FiA 


till the ſubjeR be reduced to wvare- | 


eat) 
' ria prima; that is to your firſt inviſt- 
» | bility, wherein you now are; there- 
" | fore you mult content your ſelves 
l to be numbred , snter nonentia, for 
- theLaw ſaith, De non exiſtentibus, 
C  (þ not apparentibus cadems eft ratio. 
_ Truly lamof opinion that futare 
ages, which ſhall read your hiſtory, 
will take it to be a Romance; it ſeems 
7 | To full of prertily contrived impl:- 
cancies.; like the old Romans, who 
endeavoured by a tumuſtuous noiſe 
of kettles to enchant the Moon; you 
'» | have entertain'd this little world 
with high noyſes in Pulpits, in hope 
to enchane the Inhabitants, but the 
curtain being opened all yaniſherh, 
* , WhatGod will work out of this 
(for generation certainly followes 
corruption) we yet know not, only 
we learn { accordingto A 
that the more imperic& form is firl 
| (net, 00 the more No- 
\ ble; as in man, firit the vegetative, 


then 
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then the ſenſicive, ard at laſt the in-. 


telletuall. 


The Sy»-gogue had three States | 
even. after Chriſts coming.firſt ic was, 


obligatory til Chriſts Paſſion; it was. 
lawfull, rot profitubl- tiii Perrecoſft 
but from thence(aftt« r\uthcient pro- 
mulgation, of the Go{p:/1) it was un- 
lawfull every where: .By theſe de- 
ſcents, it was degraded,and honouur. | 
ably buricd, And truly ſomewhat 
after this manner, though not ſo. 
handſomly in the cloſe, your Epiico- 
Pal 1dol was to be adored under obs, 


ligation. from 1. E/iz.. till che. be - 


Sinning of this Parliamenr, when 
your Biſbops came to.thcir purgith 


on : Then the Idoll was reduced to , 
the ſecond ſtate of being lawfull, a 
not profitable or obligatory : this. 
continued til the Covenant was eſte , 


bliſhed by Parliament in Sept: 164% 
From thence it became unlawful, 
and ſo ingloriouſly expired, yet was 

| | ok 
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got publikely exx of. in order tO 
interment, Toll tho Common Prayer 


_ , Book was ( on ihe 16. uf Novemb. 


1644. ) voted down by Parlian cnt, 
and the Presbyterian Direftory elta- 
bliſhed in its room © ( which is ſince 
alſo variſhed; ] Moving and inviting 
all Catholiques, Presbyierians, and 


Independents to fling the Dirige of 
| 0 Hieruſalem, Hiernſalem, qua occ- 


des Prophetas &e. they ſhall uot leave 
ox thee one ſtone upon another, Luk. 19, 
All paſſengers will eaſily ſee the 


reaſon of the ruine of this high- 
\. built Babel to be, becauſe they made 
the walls withour Morter; they nei- 


ther had «nity, community, DOI ants- 


-quity,which only can cement a Chri- 

| þ cab. {truAture. | 

-. TheRomin world was aſtoniſktita 
ſee the Pompeian faction,hiving.the 


conſcripr Faiheis of Senate joyned 
in and with them, to be ſo often,and 
at lalt corally routed ; theis anſwer 

G3 which 
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which Cicero > was, News 
mirart debet bumana concilia divina 
neceſſitate eſſe _— The ſame 
anſwer ina Chriſtian ſenſe may be , 
given, as Cauſe of yonr ruine, Gods. 
decrees have evacuated your ayery 
policies. 

Let me with all poſſible inſtance, 
and charitable ſertouſnefle conclude 
to all our Country men with S.eAs- 
guſtine in his ſeventeenth chapter, 
de utilitate credendi, written to Ho- 
woratus, Whurein he firſt (hews the 
Power ard prejudice, which habits 

and cuſtomes work in us, as if he 
would zdmoniſh allto ſuſpe@ rhem- 
ſelves; and therefore ſince Rejigion 
is a bulinels of ſo high concernmeot, 
as upon which our tslvation radical- 
ly depends, you wiil do well ro cx- 
arhine, whether it is not cuſtome , 
rather then Chriſtian rezſon, which 
Keeps you where you are , without 
duly weighing che grounds. . 
WE | e 
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| Be pleaſed ſeriouſly to read and 
ponder S. AuguFtine,\who had deep- 
'ly ſtudied ( in chis Treatiſe againſt 
' the Xanichees) your very cafe: fee 
a ſummary of the grounds of true 
Religion, yon need read no more : 
truly this ſole chapter well pondred 
and the great truths therein wel ob- 
ſerved, are able to ſatisfie all the 


; world , and powerfully to compell 


your relinquiſhing an il[-drawn pt- 
Aure of a Church , which hitherto 
you have exhibited to the world, his 


words are theſe; 


All cuſtomes have ſuch vertme and 
power to win the love and affettion of 
men, that we ſooner can condemn and 
deteft even the things that are naught 
ard wicked inthem, then forſake and 
change them ; and this fer the moſt 
part comes to paſſe, when our unlaw- 
full appetites and deſires have gotten a. 
Dominion and predominancy over us. 
Doeſt not thou think that great care 
G 2 hath 
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hath Been t+boy :b,ut the affairs of 
mink 1' and that thy ave put into a 
"04 Rats ant e294;tion, that not only 
D:vtscs, but moſt learned men do ar- 
ue aud contend, that nothing that is 
earthly, nothi:g that ts fiery ; finally- 
nothing that is perceptible by the cor- 
porall ſenſes #ught to be worſhipped and 
adored for God, but that he i to be 


prayed unto, intreated and ſupplicated 


only by th: underftanding or intellet\n- 
all power, but alſo that the unskilfull 
multitude of both ſexes, doth in ſo ma- 
wy and ſo divers Nations, both believe 
it and publiſh it ? that there us contt- 
nency and forbearance of meats, even 
tothe moſt ſlender diet of bread and 
water, and faftings , not for one day 
only , but alſo continued fur divers 
dayes together ; that there u chaſtity 
even to the contempt of marriage and 
Iſſue; that there 1 patience, even to 
the contemning of croſſes and flames; 


that vere is liberality, even to the 
at- 
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diſtribution of | Patrimonies to the 
poor, and finally {o great a diſefteem 
aud contempt of all things that are in 
' this world, that even 'death it ſelf ts 
wiſhed and defired. 
. Few there are that dotheſe things, 
fewer that do thems well and prudently: 
yer the people do approve them, hearken 
' tothems and like them , yea they love 
 andl affect thems, and not without ſome 
| progreſs of their minds towards God, 
and certain ſparks of piety and vertinc: 
they blame and reprehend their own 
weakneſs, and imbecility that they can- 
zot as theſe things: this the divine pro- 
vidence hath brought to paſſe by the. 
prediftions of the Prophets, by the hn- 
maniry and Doctrine of ChriF, by the 
voyages of the eApoſtles,by the Contu- 
melies, croſſes, bloud , and death of 
Ceartys; by the laudable and exsel- 
lent lives of Saints, and by miracles 
done at convenient times , in all thoſe 
tings worthy of /o greal MAES aud 
q Vertnes. 
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vertwes. When therefore we ſee [o 
great help and aſſiftance from. God, 
and [o great fruit and increaſe thert- 
7 ; ſhall we make any donbt or que- 

504 at all of retyring imto the boſome 
of that Church , which , even to the 
confeſſion and acknowledgement of 
mankind, from the See »Apeſtolique by 
ſucceſſion of Biſhops, hath obtained the 
ſoveraignty and principall authority? 
Hreikes in vain barking round 4- 
bout it, and being condemned , partly 
by the judgement of the people them- 
ſelves, partly by the gravity of ( oun- 
cells, partly alſo by the majefly and 
ſplendor of miracles, unto which not 
to grant the chief place and prehemi- 
nence, ueither inaced an extreans im- 
piety, or a very raſh and dangerous ar- 
rogancy; for if th:re be no certain way. 
Wl for the minds of mn to wiſaome and 
W /alvation, but.when faith prepareth 
| and diſpoſeth them to reaſon; what 78 


zt els to be ungrateſull rnto the di- 
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vine M.yjeſty for his aid and aſſiff ance, 


but to have a will to reſiſt an aunthori- 


ty, which was gained and purchaſed 
\. with ſuch labour and pains? and if e- 


very art and trade, thongh but baſe 


and eafie,req ires a teacher or Maſter 


that it be learned and underſtood;what 
greater expreſſion can there be 6f raſh 
arrogancy and pride, then both to have 
n0 wind to learn the booke of the Di 
vine myſteries from their Jnterpreters, 
and yet tohave a mind ty condemn the 
rnkhnowa? Thus far this glottous 
Saint, | 

Here we ſee how highly neceſſary 
bleſſed S. 2 AupuFftine judged it for 
all Chriſtiars to adhere to the Ca- 
thol'que Church in all points cf be- 
lief, which he declares here to be 
the Roman Church, that is to lay, 


' that univerſall multitude .of Chri- 


ſtizns, which acknowledgeth Rome 
for their head ; whoſe authority, as 


© he faith, is confirmed by conſent. of 
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Nations, Conncells, and Majeſty of 
Miracles: Was everyour fiftitious 
Church thus adjulted ? 

Here great S. AngaFfine puls down 
fails, and of a Miſter glories to be- 
come a Scholler: Wherce we learn, 
that if an Origen (the crums of 
whoſe plenty rendred { lemcns e1- 
kxandrinas cich in the efteem of all) 
or 36 Apol/inarizvs ( with his con- 
queſts again't Porphyry 3nd other e- 
nemies of Gods Church ) or ary 'v- 
ther prodigious Comets of wit and 
Jearning, or whatſoever poſteriour . 
Miſters (who c in de bur pedunts to 
the former } ſhould preſume ro 
reach the Church, or to queſtion her 
Magpiſtcriali Ditates or Conciliacy 
Decrees, we mult ſay with YVznc. Lyr. 
ea, 10, that with the Church we onght 
*0 recetve Doctors, aud not with Do- 
ctors to farſake the faith of the 
Chnrch, 

Could we attaine to S. Parlins 
Contemynt 
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contempt of our ſelves, we ſhould 
not at fo hiS1 a rate, as to the pre- 
jadice of Gods Church and his di- 
vine truths, fell our raw COncelts : 
S. Hierome and S. Auguſtine mide 
hizh eſtzem of his' learned and pt- 
ons Epiitles, -and S. {mand k: pt 
th:mas Diadems in his Scorchouſr, 
wilrzot he fcnt to S. Paalin a far- 
diy, to, whica he replies, Legimns tn 
tera? epiſiole anuotationem epiStola- 
408, 71425 MLAs efſe inaicalts:nam ve- 
76 prope ea*um omni mm: mor erm 
ur m2 eſſe-non' recognoſcerem , niſt 
veftris literis credtaifſemgaunde ma;us 
acceps docnm:ntewm charitatis veſtre : 
quiz plus wr vobis quam mini, notum 
eſſe per/pexi. If he had been tickied 
withour vanity,he would have kepe 
a better bed-roale of his writings in 
his memory, then to borrow, and e- 
ven unwiilingly, from S. Amanda 
knowledge of his own works. Here 
is no dapger of recalcitration in or- 
der | 


[| (ig2] 
I der to the holy Churches great trea-. 
Is ſury opportunely diſpenſed, and 
1 humbly received by her learned ct.il- 
| dren. A 
If ' 5. Paul {our Giand Maſter) puts ; 
I all Doctrine and DoRors to the telt 
jy thus: Jf ary preach unto you other- 
| wiſe then you have received, be he as- 
WW cr/cd? 1s high time therefore to - 
leave Pope CileFHine his golden rule, 
ue. celebrated in Lirincuſss ; let wovelity 
WW ceaſe to moleſt antiquity; tor who- 
W ſocvecr he is, or of whatſoever emi- 
nency for lcarning or ſantity he 
W ſeems co be, 1f he incroducerh no- 
W vilty; alicans eft, propharys eſt, hoſtis 
WW et; ketsa wolte in a theeps cloaths [ 
W ing. What greater expreſſion ean tere | 
| be of raſh Arrogancy and pride &c. i 
as S. Auguſtine hath raught us, 'T 
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Se Ve th hgh hgh 
A curſory Animad- 
verſion upon Fenry 
Fernes I reatiſe, of 
the Drvifion between 
the Engliſh and Ro- 


miſh Chis <h upon the 
| Reformation. 


 TFThad nor (cen the two Capitall 
Lirtters D.D. in the” title page of 
tis Treatiſe, T ſhould have cſtcem'd 
not worthy rtoking more notice 
f then of a fcurrilous Pamphler, 
either dare I play the Cavaliſt to 
ive the divers ſignificationsof thoſe 
leroglyphicks, but reading them 
without 


_ .  . 
without notes they. import Dod@ or 
of Divizi'y, the Preface, a Country 
Sermon, Wwhihever muſt have. a 
fling at the Papiſts; neicher that nor 
the enſuing dilcourſe is ad { lerum , 
e's they wou:d more ſevour of the 
Decter,accuiding to theatntigent tle | 
of the Univerlicy, | 

In his ſaid preface {to tike notice | 
fiiſt of ſome of his calumnies there.) y 
he fa!ls into theſe. expreflions. Al þ 
the Chrifti.in wo: ld feer bow long the (| 
poor diftreſſed E'ftern Charch has y 
lain tne that heavy condition , un- |i, 
pitied by them of the Remiſh Commu- yy 
nin, and how they have //ood aff ea cg 
tons fince our Reformation, has [uf+ th 
ficienily appeared by their ſeveral pre er: 
fliſes againſt us ; what hand they hatj. 
zn our preſent troubles, 1s not unknown po 
ro ſome;what Joy they nw take 1# them, ge 
let their own hearts tell them, &*c. (ex 

His chiefe ay me in the book 1s fg 
- ſhew,that the argumects which theye 

: 7 uw 
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" uſe to condemn the Independents are 
/ not retortable upon themſelyes by 
a ,us; and what greater uſe of reaſon 
they grant to their Proſclites,' then 
» we: All which he labouts for in the 
e ſeventh, and the enſuing Sections, 
e till the thirteenth, whercin verily he 

is ſo unhappy,that any child may re- 
ce turn his arguments with great ad- 
.) vantage; Ris refulr being this, that 
Al private judgement , or 1 ' 0: ment of 
me diſcretion (which he allows to pri- 
245 vate men) mult ſubmit co the pub- 
2- 11que, els the power of 7ariſdiction 
wt. muſt proceed to judge , cenſare, and 
led cajſk out the diſobedient ; and 
uf: therefore he exats (even in caſe of 
pra errour ) all external! peace able ſub- 
batjection. Did everthe Roman Chutch 
29WW go thus far? was there ever chajlen- 
nemged any higher captivation of un- 
c. derſtanding, then that every one 
is ould ſubmit to the publique? Was 
theFver externall {ubjcRion cxated in 

us point 


CS - 
point of error, which this D.7 D. wil 
have in his Chutch. 

Furcher the Independents (whom 
he involves with Sarrilegifts ) he 
wil have inexcuſcable in their breach 
from them, becauſe it was riot war- 
ranted by a MN ationall Synoa , 3S$ 
theirs, which how untrue it js, a'l 
know ; forall che Biſhops of this 
Nation were exclud-d ard impriſo- 
ned when the Doors party firſt 
decrecd the breach from their o'd 
M »ther Church, as the very Acts tc- 
ſtific; ſo thar they hid no mon Na- 
riowal $ypno0d, then theſe, wt.o-can 
when they pl-ale,congre ang as ma- 
ny of cheir party, and ſtile it a Na- 
tional Synod, eſpecially if warrant- 


ed iy Parliament, as the Presbytert- | 


ans have lately done , whom he e- 
qually rejects, 


Secondly, he ſayes the Indepen- 


dents, or SeRaries (as he calls them) 
have not plain and evident Scripture, 


but | 
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but places unlearnedly wreſted: Who 


knows not that the Prelatiſts could. 
never hitherro bring Scripture or 


| antiquity, CxcePt places nnlearzedly. 
wreſted? have not we demonſtra- 
ted this 100, times? do not they 


ſtand regiſtred upon this accuſation 
in all Courts of Juſtice, equity, and 
reaſon, and yet are not able to wipe 
off the leaſt part? Theſe are D. D. 
his peculiar Aphoriſmes, which by a 
little redargution, riſe up in judge- 
ment againlt himſelfe -and his fa- 
ion. 

The other Sections are built up- 
on Topicks, as common as Robin 
Hoods Song, and anſwered by eve- 
ry Stationers Catalogue of Fraxk- 
fort Mart , theretore I trouble 


| not the judicious Reader with the 
rehearfall, 


But to return to the words cited 
out of his Preface, it is molt evident 
to all who read hiſtories, what 

Pains 
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pains the Roman Church hath , and 


doth take,in maintaining Colledges 


and ſending ' Miſſionaries for the 
reducing of the Eaitern Church; and 


with what aff-Rion and ſolicitude 


ſhe laboured the recovery of Eng- 


land to her priſtine Religion, does: 


clearly appeare by the innocent 


bloud of many of her Prieſts thed at 


Tybarn, and other places of pub- 
Iique execution , meerly upon that 


account, which is the only practiſe 


he can ju'tly accuſe the Roman 


Church of:& what hand we Catho-' 
likes have had in the preſent croubles. 


of the Land,cannot be uiknown,but 
to thoſe that are truly 1mpitctans,& 
of very ſhort cOnflderation , when 
our Pricſts, being every where 
throvghout the Countrey fince the 
begiuning of the late warres, 1m- 
prifoned and periecuted to death, 
and our Laycy ranſacke aimolt to 
utter ruine in point of temporall e- 


[tate 
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{tzte, only upoa che tcore of their 
old Recuſancy, no one of them 
could be hicherto coavit:d of In- 
cendiariſme,- notwithſtinding the 
extreme eagerneſ[ of their enemies 
to accuſe them upon any cavill that 
malice could ſurmiſe; ler che D.D. 
convince me of the contrary by any 
particular inſtance, if he can: On 
the other. ſide, what hands and 
heads, what pens and Pulpits thoſe 
that were not Catholiques haye 
had in their own and our late trou- 
bles, the Parliamentary Records, 
ws and Gallowſes do make ſo 
evident, that none can pretend ig- 
norance, but ſuch as have their ſculs 
litnff:d with Fers. 

That we joy in our Adverſaries 
troubles, is another unproveable 
calumny of the Doors, We doe 
extremely pitty them; and hope 
that the Divine permiſſion of an in- 
finity of Sets, and ſubdiviſions A- 
mong 


- 
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mona them, may ſooner bring 
them to rflet on their common 
Scthiſme, and of- their owne ac- 
cord to endeavour a re-union with 
the root, whence they ſeparated 
thcmſcives.. 
| But I preſume, when the Deotor 
has read the foregoing diſcourſe, he 
will ingenio:ſl, confeſs, who were 
the only caulc of our late troubles; 
Or if he will {till ſeem to be wilfully - 
ignorant, let him inform himſelf . 
further of the Scotchwomen of E- 
denborough , who flung their ſtools 
at the late Arch- Biſhop of Canterba- 
ries Legat's head, that came to put 
in practiſe his new Service Bock, 
and other innovations there in the . 
year 1639. This bred the firſt diſtur- 
bance, and gave the Alarum to all 
the ſad enſuing troubles in both Na- 
tions, aSOur modern hiliories una- 
nimouſly agree. ED 
It would ſeem ſtrange that a grave 
D.D. 
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 D.D. ſhould nor be icnſble of the 
' fin of calumny agai:{tſo celebrated 

-a Charch, but co reproach her wich 
| want of charity, or rather « xccflſe of 


malice,(1in joyirg at their neighbors 
ſpiritual ruines,which by all peflible 
ſolicitude the hath lavoured to pre- 
vent,)and to accuſe her Members, as 


| Bountefcus of State: But this is the 


Prelatiſts conſtant ſtile, fince they 


_ were diſpoſic{tof true charity by im- 


bracirg Schilm; neither do .I know 


- Whac ſhould move them chus to de- 


tract from the innocent,but deſpara- 


tion, 


FINIS. 
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ERRAT A. 
Age 89. itnc 19. for ſalved read 
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